
 

Andover UMC To create and nurture a passionate faith community through open doorways to Christ. 
September 

2018 

8:30am Word & Table  

9:30am Modern  

11am Traditional (ASL for Hearing Impaired)  
andoverfirstumc  

 

THRIVE Community Worship Series:  
Sept. 16th - Marks of Methodism - Matthew 25:31 -46 

Sept. 23rd - Marks of Methodism - Romans 12:6-8 
Sept. 30th - Marks of Methodism - John 3:16 



 

Let Us Worship  
Together 

 

Andover UMC 

Worship 

8:30am Word & Table 

9:30am with Childrenôs 

Church 

11am Traditional 

 

Cherry Valley UMC 

Rev. John M. Germaine 

Worship  

11am 

Sunday School  

10am 

  

Dorset UMC 

Worship  

10:00am 

  

Leon UMC 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

10:30am 

  

Richmond UMC 

Worship  

11am 

  

Williamsfield UMC 

Pastor Pat Seger 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

9am 

Vision is the ability to see. I used to love magazines that would have a close-up picture of some 
common item. You could see it, but it was usually only a small part of a much larger whole.   

 
The process was to run through your mind and match that little 
picture in your mind with some larger whole item. You probably 
have experienced this yourself.  You pick something off the 
ground or carpet and say, ñOh, this belongs to the éò 
 
Our vision is our ability to see what is before us. Vision can also 
be the ability to see what isnôt there. Einstein, George Bernard 
Shaw and Robert Kennedy are all credited with statements like,  
ñI look at what isnôt and ask why not?ò This creative ability is not 
totally unfounded in reality. Sometimes it is looking at what is and 

understanding that characteristic and looking at it from a totally different perspective. Sometimes it 
is looking at something small and applying to something much larger in scope.  
 
In Godôs Kingdom here on earth there is a further dimension. Vision can be seeing the invisible.  
There is a spiritual reality that is more real than the things you can touch and feel. They exist, not 
just in the mind of God, they are already real, just unseen with the human eye.    
 
Sometime before 1877 there were people in Andover that had a vision. They saw something that 
was not a reality to everyone else, but was still real inside of them. These visionaries yearned for a 
church in the Wesleyan tradition placed at the heart of the Andover community. It was more than a 
few Methodists huddled together keeping each other warm, a holy huddle. It reached out into the 
community, became an influence in the community, served the community. It became a center for 
ministry and care. 
 
That vision has not changed, but the community has. The needs changed; so, the mission needed 
to change in order for the ministry to continue to reach out into the community, influence the  
community, and serve the community. So, those able to see what wasnôt but what could be built a 
ministry centeréa hub in which the spokes of ministry reached out, touching the needs of the  
surrounding area. 
 
Jesus spoke to his disciples and explained the parable of the harvest, ñBut blessed are your eyes 
because they see, and your ears because they hear. For truly I tell you, many prophets and  
righteous people longed to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did 
not hear it. (Matthew 13:16-17) This vision is made possible by the Holy Spirit. Not everyone can 
see, wants to see, longs to see. But if we keep in step with the Spirit, we will see the things of God 
become visible to all. May we see what those who have gone before us longed to see. 
 
Can you see it?  
Will you be a part of it?  
The vision of tomorrow directs our steps today. 
 
 
 
Look! 
Rev. Ric Harvel 

 

The little picture is a slice of kiwi.  



 
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS: 
Ronnie Gruskiewicz general prayers overall 
Reuben Huff  healing following accident 
Libby Ludwick  health concerns following stroke 
Ruth Mary Service healing following surgery 
Kimber   health concerns  
CONTINUED PRAYERS: 
Virgil Baxley  
Lois Betts 
Geraldine Brown 
Rhonda Burke 
Cassidy Chapman 
Marge Fenton 
Shirley French  
Christopher Gause 
Bob Guseman 
Jan Hilliard 
Bill Lucik 
Gail Nevison 
Sis Ogram 
John Roberts 
Diane Rose 
Diane Schiebel 
Janice Vinroe 
Sarah Warsing 
Norm Woodard                 
Sheila Woodard 
Our Veterans  

Service Men, Women and families:  
Trenton Krueger  Leah Snell  

         Blake Little   Austin Limestoll   
       Jake & Zak  Jennifer White                                               

 Ryan Jacobs          Ronald Slater   
 

Grief of Families & Friends 
Jamaica Jones 
Bernice Pebbles 

 
Children & Youth 
Cassidy Chapman  

Trent Grady 
Logan Howard 
 Kyle Mason  

 
 Our Members & Friends in Care Facilities 

Lois Betts, Louise's Home, Andover 
Beverly Webb, Copeland Oaks, Sebring, OH 

September 2018 Prayer List 
When we join the United Methodist Church, we take a vow 
that we will be, loyal to the United Methodist Church and  
uphold it by Our Prayers, Our Presence, Our Gifts, Our  

Service and by Our Witness. Scriptures call us to celebrate 
with those who celebrate and to grieve with those who 

grieve. We grow in connection with one another as we know 
the praises and concerns of the individual churches and  
respond in a manner of praise and/or prayer. Please feel 
free to share your news that we may share especially the 

prayer concerns to the faith community. 

A PRAYER FOR STUDENTS 
Lord, we lift hearts grateful for gifts of 

curiosity and imagination. Fill the minds 
of your children with a quest to  

understand your world, and bless their 
hearts with the security of knowing you 

are present whether the learning is  
joyful, hard, lonely, or full of friendship.  

Wherever they go, you are there. 
Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR TEACHERS 
God, thank you for calling some to be 
teachers and providing them the gifts 

and training to lead others on a lifelong 
path of learning. Instill patience in  

hurried moments, insight to find the best 
strategies, and stamina that sustains 

when weariness threatens.  
Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR PARENTS 
Precious Lord, we send our precious 
children into the world of learning, but 
they are never far from you. May the 
hearts of all at home be knit tightly  
together in a web of support and  

encouragement for healthy learning  
habits so we may share healthy life 

adventures wherever you lead. 
Amen. 

A PRAYER FOR ALL WHO SERVE 
Our God, some are students, some are 
teachers, some are parents, but many 
more serve and support learners of all 
ages. Be present in the offices, buses, 
classrooms, and playgrounds of all who 
touch the lives of students. Give them 

words of encouragement and  
affirmation of the lasting value of the 

work they do each day.  
Amen 



EOC NEWS  

Listening Posts Offered Prior to Special Session of the General Conference  

By The East Ohio Conference Delegation 

 

The Special Session of the General Conference, that has been called to address a way forward for  

The United Methodist Church on the matter of human sexuality, will be held February 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis. 

 

Five listening posts have been scheduled to be held throughout the East Ohio Conference: 

 

Sat., Sept. 8 from 10:00 am-12:30 pm at Wildare UMC 

Sat., Sept. 29 from 10:00 am-12:30 pm at Cambridge Christ UMC 

Tues., Oct. 9 from 6:30-9:00 pm at New Philadelphia First UMC 

Sat., Oct. 20 from 10:00 am-12:30 pm at Ashland First UMC 

Tues., Nov. 6 from 6:30-9:00 pm at Aldersgate UMC (North Coast)  

 
Advanced registration is appreciated, but not required:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/delegation -listening -post -registration -47927704053?ref=ebtn 

Visit www.eocumc.com/gc  for the most up-to-date information on the Special Session of the Gen. Conf. 

 Childrenõs Christmas Musical - The Noel Critter Motel  

Rehearsals will be Tuesday evenings from 6-7pm in the sanctuary. They 

will run from Oct. 2nd through Dec.  

until the performance on Dec. 16th.  

 

I look forward to creating this show with our amazing kids! 

Megan Jordan 

 

If you have questions or would like to help, 

please feel free to contact me by phone or a text at: 

814-795-4516 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/41.3538791,-80.8113548/wildare+umc/@41.3484669,-80.8813926,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x88316278b5870bb9:0xef86634f220e9992!2m2!1d-80.8113527!2d41.3484881
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/cambridge+christ+umc/@40.0187021,-81.6391041,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8837b599be53409f:0xa06d83e48f9db6b!2m2!1d-81.5690642!2d40.0187232
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/new+philadelphia+first+umc/@40.4904677,-81.5179377,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8836e347d8ad98c5:0x30faf4d0aa268087!2m2!1d-81.4478978!2d40.4904888
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/First+United+Methodist+Church,+220+Sandusky+St,+Ashland,+OH+44805/@40.8698225,-82.3884137,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8839fb4954bf00c9:0xb7965a3d15b65fcf!2m2!1d-82.3183738!2d40.8698437
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/aldersgate+umc+%26+warrensville/@41.4482059,-81.6092774,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8830e2cac2d20681:0xd6103387580c1d46!2m2!1d-81.5392375!2d41.4482271
http://www.eocumc.com/gc


 

Looking for a volunteer  

craft coordinator/instructor  

If interested, please contact  

Cindy Boettcher  

@ the Community Center  

 

Ashtabula YMCA is celebrating 1 year in Andover!  

Tues., Sept. 18th from 3 -5pm @ Andover UMC  

Guests are welcome to bring finger food / appetizers.  

Beverages will be provided.  



Giving Online at www.andoverfirstumc.org  

òOffering Cardsó are placed in the back of chairs so 

you and your family can indicate and celebrate the act 

of giving. For one time or recurring gifts, visit  

www.andoverfirstumc.org/give on your phone or  

tablet. The site will take you to AUMCõs online giving 

page where you may give your gift electronically  

during the offering portion of the service. Use this QR 

code to give from your mobile device. Gifts can always 

be placed in the offering plate during worship.   

United Methodist Men & Friends   

 Princess Ministries  

We have a large variety of dresses available 

for Homecoming or Any Occasion.  

Contact Michele @ 330-760-0862 or  

Sonia 440-862-0245  

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Committee Meetings  

Admin. Council - No Meeting 

Finance - Tues., 11th - 6:30pm 

Missions - No Meeting 

Trustees - Tues., 11th - 6:30pm 

SPRC - Mon., 17th - 6:30pm 

Weekly YMCA Fitness Classes @ Andover UMC 

Mon.  - Cardio - 5:30pm 

Tues. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

Wed.  - Yoga Stretch - 10am 

Wed.  - Tai Chi - 1:30pm 

  Thurs.  - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

For more info., contact Jodi Fowler 440-997-5321 

Breakfast & Mission Work  

       Saturday, Sept. 8th   

      at Andover UMC 

 Meet at 8 am 

All are welcome to attend 

A Special Thank You to  

McCallister  Concrete Co. - Deek McCallister 

Hickory Nut Fencing - Ed Struna 

for graciously donating the labor and equipment to  

improve the entrance to the rear parking lot. 

Calling all Drama Kings & Queens  
For anyone interested in planning our churchõs first 

Dinner Theatre (fundraiser), a meeting will be held on 

Mon., Sept. 10th, 6pm @ Andover UMC. 

 See Kris Groff, Sheryl McGann, Suzanne Wludyga. 

Please join and help us celebrate  

Ruth (Vickery) Cluteõs 90th Birthday! 

Sat., Sept. 29th from 2-4pm 

Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

Please RSVP to Megan at 

814-795-4516 

 

Get ready to warm up with a 

bowl of soup next month! 

 

UMW Soup Luncheons 

will start on Wed., Oct. 10th 

@ Andover UMC 

 

Starting at 11am until 1pm  

or until sold out 

UMW Soupõs On in October! 

Living Christmas Tree  

Rehearsals start Sun., Oct. 7th 

NEW VOICES NEEDED 

2pm @ Trinity UMC Conn. Lk, PA 

814-382-1121 church office 

Director: Tina Teter 

Join our Prayer Team  

Meets weekly on Tuesdays  

10am @ Andover UMC  

tel:330-760-0862
tel:440-862-0245
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United Methodist Women October News  

Fall Tea 

Thursday, October 4th @ 6pm  

 Andover UMC Fellowship Hall  

Program - Story of Martha  

By Sandra Zikursh 

Please Join Us! 

UMW District Meeting  

Saturday, October 6th @ 9am  

Andover UMC Fellowship Hall  



GET YOUR FREE ACCOUNT by sending a request email to: 

pastor@andoverfirstumc.org  or receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

from your personal email address. 

You will receive an invitation to create an account. 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA IS òNETFLIX FOR THE CHURCHó  

THAT YOU CAN ACCESS ANYTIME, ANYWHERE  

 

 

 

 

Watch for future Grow Night studies!  

 

If you have a bible study in mind or are  

interested in leading a small group bible study  

or a Wednesday night study,  

please see Rev. Ric or Pastor Jason. 

Jesus Girls 

Small Group Study  

 
Thursdays @ 10:15am  

 

òThe Book of Judgesó 

 

Andover UMC  

Large classroom  

  

Leader - Bev Hanson  

Join in anytime!  

  

UMW Small Group Studies  

 

Faith Circle  - Tues., Sept. 11th, 11am - 1pm 

@ the parsonage, 6019 Pyma. Lake Rd. 

 

Hope & Charity Circle -  Thurs., Sept. 27th, 7pm - 8:30pm 

@ Andover UMC - Library 



Congratulations to our Church Softball Team on taking 3rd place in the Ashtabula Church Softball League     

Columbus Bracket!  Rev Ric & Pastor Jason graciously received the trophy on behalf of the church. 

Operation Christmas Child  

Full Circle Speaker and Dinner  

Friday, Sept. 14th @ 5pm  

Parkman Community House, Parkman Ohio 

Donations accepted for dinner.  

See details on bulletin board or Sandy John, 440-293-6432 

Rev. Shaffa Seward visited with our    

childrenõs church classes on  August 

26th.  Shaffa is the Mission Station     

director at the Eric Scott Memorial  

Mission Station in Bopolu, rural Liberia.  

Shaffa shared some great stories and 

blessings from Liberia with our students.  

If you would like to support the Mission 

Station at Bopolu follow this link.  

https://www.umcmission.org/Give-to-

Mission/Search-for-

Projects/Projects/3022282 





Students, teachers and school staff were 

honored and blessed during the  

Blessing of the Backpacks on  

Back to School Sunday. 

Upcoming Western Reserve District Youth Events  

 
September 9, 2018 DYC Meeting @ 1:30pm 
North Mentor Centenary UMC 9290 Lakeshore Blvd, Mentor, Ohio   

Open to all youth and youth leaders within the Western Reserve district connection who would like to participate 
in the planning and running of district youth events. 

                                                                                                                                                                              
October 7, 2018 District Youth Council Hayride @ 5:00pm 

Ridgeview Farm 5488 Kinsman Rd (SR 87) Middlefield, Ohio  
This annual event is open to all youth within our district. It is an excellent opportunity to invite friends.  
 

November 11th  CCYM Project Feed  
Wadsworth Middle School 150 Silvercreek Road, Wadsworth, Ohio  
 Come join other youth groups across the East Ohio Conference as we package meals for those in need around the 
 world. This event grows by leaps and bounds each year as we minister to the needs of others. 
 

November 17, 2018 DYC Game Day 1:00-8:00pm 
Hope Ridge UMC  9870 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, Ohio 



 

Sept. 2nd - No Meeting 

Sept. 9th - Movie Night - 5pm 

Sept. 16th  - Meeting - 5pm 

Sept. 23rd - No Meeting 

Sept. 30th - No Meeting 

 

 

 

Tweens 
4th-6th Grade  

Contact a Leader for more information  

or to get involved with these events! 

Youth Group: Pastor Jason Hockran  

Tweens: Mark & Alicen Limestoll 

Fall Unit 1:  

Jesusõ Family 
 

September 9th 
Jesus and His Parents 

Luke 2:39-52 

Bible Verse: 

 
A voice from heaven said, 
òThis is my Son whom I dearly 
love; I find happiness in him.ó 

 
Matthew 3:17 

September 16th 

Godõs Family 

Matthew 3:13-17 

 

 
 

 

September 23rd 

Jesus Creates a Family 

Matthew 4:18-22 

September 2nd 
Jesus Joins His Family 

Luke 2:1-7 

 
September 30th 

Jesus and the Children 
Matthew 19:13-15 

 

Join us as we continue on our  
Deep Blue Adventure! 

Sept. 1st - Attend/help UMW at Craft Fair 

Sept. 9th  - 4pm Kickoff Picnic @ Wargoõs 

Sept. 16th  - No Gathering 

Sept. 22nd  - PV Homecoming 

Sept. 30th  - No Gathering 

Oct. 7th  - 3pm District Hayride 

@ Ridgeview Farms 

Youth Group  
7th-10th Grade  

Childrenôs Church & Nursery 

Check out deepbluekids.com and follow us on 

social media (@deepbluekids)  

to connect with other leaders,  

download additional content,  

and stay up to date on all the Deep Blue news. 

e with God  

ove God and neighbor  

nderstand yourself  

as a child of God  

xplore faith and the Bible  

Download the Deep Blue App today!  

Itõs free! 

Childrenõs Bell Choir 
Practice  - Sun., Oct 7th 

Performance  - Sun., Oct. 14th 

during the 9:30am worship service.  

All children age 3 & up are welcome 

as long as they know their colors. 



 

September is Emergency preparedness month.  What does that mean really?   

 
An emergency by definition, is ña serious, unexpected, and often dangerous situation requiring immediate action.ò   

We have many unexpected things that can pop up in the next few months and I want to make sure you are prepared.  
 

First thing to do is make sure you have an emergency kit at home for your family, including the furry ones. Your kit should include:  
 

*Water - one gallon of water per person per day for at least three days, for drinking and sanitation 
*Food - at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food 
*Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert 
*Flashlight and matches in a waterproof container 
*First aid kit 
*Extra batteries 
*Whistle to signal for help 
*At least a 3 day supply of your medication(s) 
*Extra pair of glasses 
*Your Bible or other books of interest, even a journal. 
*Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties for personal sanitation 
*Wrench or pliers to turn off utilities 
*Manual can opener for food 
*Local maps 
*Cell phone with chargers and a backup battery 
*Pet food and medications 
*Playing cards, board games, or puzzles 
*If you have an infant, pack extra needed items like rash cream, extra wipes, etc. 
*Extra blankets 

   I suggest keeping it in a tote so in the event of a water emergency, everything will stay dry.  
 
If you live in Ashtabula Co. you can sign up for our County Emergency Notification Alert by going to the county website at 
www.ashtabulacounty.us and signing up for Swift 911.   
 
In case of a fire, be sure to communicate on how each person gets out of the house and set up a meeting place.  Remember that 
you are to get out first, and then call 911. Donôt stay inside! 
 
There will be more material left on the table in the gathering area if you are interested in reviewing it.   
Or you can feel free to speak to me and I would be happy to talk to you more.  
 
Stay safe everyone!  
Alicen Limestoll 
Ashtabula Co. Emergency Management Planner 


