
 

Andover UMC To create and nurture a passionate faith community through open doorways to Christ. 
October 

2018 

8:30am Word & Table 

9:30am Modern 

11am Traditional (ASL for Hearing Impaired) 
andoverfirstumc 

 

THRIVE Community Worship Series: 
Oct. 7th - World Communion Sunday 

Oct. 14th -  Children and Youth Ministries 
Oct. 21st - Laity Sunday 

Oct. 28th -  Community Ministries 



 

Let Us Worship  
Together 

 

Andover UMC 

Worship 

8:30am Word & Table 

9:30am with Children’s 

Church 

11am Traditional 

 

Cherry Valley UMC 

Rev. John M. Germaine 

Worship  

11am 

Sunday School  

10am 

  

Dorset UMC 

Worship  

10:00am 

  

Leon UMC 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

10:30am 

  

Richmond UMC 

Worship  

11am 

  

Williamsfield UMC 

Pastor Pat Seger 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

9am 

 
 
 
I met an interesting person a while back. You would have noticed her as you passed her on the 
street. She was about 28 years old and covered with tattoos, including her face. She looked a little 
out of place at VBS. What had happened was she had found Jesus, or rather, Jesus had gotten 
through to her. She spent a couple of weeks growing spiritually and really making progress. An 
amazing change had taken place in her life! She had been responsible for KKK rallies for a large 
area, including Ohio. God had impacted her to the point where she decided to turn herself into the 
authorities. There was a standing warrant for her arrest and she had 2 years of prison to serve.   
 
Several weeks into her new life she was sitting in church listening to the sermon and the pastor 
mentioned the Holocaust. She became upset and confronted the pastor following the service. She 
believed that the Holocaust was a hoax, it never really happened. I’m not sure what one would do 
to ignore the hundreds of personal testimonies, 1000’s of pictures of victims, the gas chambers 
and furnaces that you can still visit in Germany today. How sad to believe in something so strongly 
that truth has to be ignored to be able to continue to live in a fantasyland of our own creation. 
 
It is frustrating to live in a society where decisions are made based on emotional responses  
instead of facts. I guess that is why they call it a “political arena” because it is more show than 
substance. But, it is a characteristic of our culture that Truth is not as important as appearance.  
You do not need proof; an accusation will do. A society not requiring truth is able to make up its 
own rules. Left to our own human wisdom, chaos follows. Watch the news.   
 
The United Methodist Church has a mission statement, “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” That implies that the church is different, refreshingly different! There 
is no transformation; however, when the church reflects the world.  
 
What transforms lives? Only the power of God. We find His power in His Spirit and in His Word.  
 
Can we trust this Word? There are many questions people throw out about the reliability of the 
Bible. But their doubts are not based on facts. It doesn’t take “blind” faith to believe the Bible is 
God’s Word. Some people run the Bible through tests that no other piece of ancient literature 
could pass. Let’s take a look at how the Bible compares to other trusted works of literature: 
 
Author   Earliest Copy after its writing  # of copies to compare             Accuracy  
Plato   1,200 years      7        -- 
Caesar   1,000 years   10        -- 
Aristotle   1,400 years   49        -- 
Homer (Iliad)       500 years   643        95% 
New Testament  25 to <100 years           5,600 (Greek)       99.5% 
             *24,000 (including other languages)  
 

 
 
  



PRAYERS AND CONCERNS: 
William Beesler  bringing family closer to Christ 
Justice Coxson  health concerns 
Jim Donogan  upcoming heart surgery (10/31) 
Dolores Falasco  health concerns 
Pat Fischer  upcoming knee surgery 
Christopher Gause health concerns 
Bob Hall  strength and healing 
John Higley  health concerns 
Vicki Isenberg  healing following surgery 
Maverick Leamer health concerns with perforated colon  
Dan Mazur  upcoming brain surgery (Wed.10/3)  
Barb Moore  daughter Terrie’s health concerns 
Erma Thompson healing following a fall 
Sarah Warsing  strength and healing 
Josh Woodard  healing of pharyngitis 
Sheila Woodard  strength with cancer treatments 
Denise Woy  health concerns with cancer 
Homer Young  healing and strength  - heart attack  
 
Children & Youth 
Cassidy Chapman  
Trent Grady 
Logan Howard 
Kyle Mason 

 
 
 
 
 Service Men, Women and families:  
  Trenton Krueger   
  Blake Little    
  Jennifer White                                                     
  Austin Limestoll  
       Ryan Jacobs 
      Andre McCoy 
     Leah Snell 
 
        Our Members & Friends in Care Facilities 
 Lois Betts, Louise's Home, Andover 
 Beverly Webb, Copeland Oaks, Sebring, OH 

October 2018 Prayer List 
When we join the United Methodist Church, we take a vow 
that we will be, loyal to the United Methodist Church and  
uphold it by Our Prayers, Our Presence, Our Gifts, Our  

Service and by Our Witness. Scriptures call us to celebrate 
with those who celebrate and to grieve with those who 

grieve. We grow in connection with one another as we know 
the praises and concerns of the individual churches and  
respond in a manner of praise and/or prayer. Please feel 
free to share your news that we may share especially the 

prayer concerns to the faith community. 

“A Time of Prayer” - Join our Prayer Team 

Meets weekly on Tuesdays @ 10am  

@ Andover UMC 

This  means that the New Testament is 99.5% textually pure between the 5,600 Greek copies. That ½ of one percent includes 
spelling variations, not mistakes. Some think that the Bible has been rewritten so many times there must have been errors. But 
the New Testament was not translated from Greek, to Latin, to German, to English. No, it was translated from Greek to English, 
one step. 
The Bible claims to be the inspired Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16). Jesus quotes from every section of the Old Testament. The 
Book He quoted from most? The Book most scoffed at by the accusers… Genesis.   
 
Let Truth guide your living, your view of the world, your choices in life and find freedom.   
“If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
John 8:31-32 
 
Blessings, 
Rev. Ric Harvel 
 
 



EOC NEWS 

Listening Posts Offered Prior to Special Session of the General Conference 

By The East Ohio Conference Delegation 

 

The Special Session of the General Conference, that has been called to address a way forward for  

The United Methodist Church on the matter of human sexuality, will be held February 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis. 
 

Five listening posts have been scheduled to be held throughout the East Ohio Conference: 

 

Tues., Oct. 9 from 6:30-9:00 pm at New Philadelphia First UMC 

Sat., Oct. 20 from 10:00 am-12:30 pm at Ashland First UMC 

Tues., Nov. 6 from 6:30-9:00 pm at Aldersgate UMC (North Coast)  

 

Advanced registration is appreciated, but not required:  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/delegation-listening-post-registration-47927704053?ref=ebtn 

Visit www.eocumc.com/gc for the most up-to-date information  

on the Special Session of the General Conference. 

 Children’s Christmas Musical - The Noel Critter Motel 

Rehearsals will be Wednesday evenings from 6-7pm in the sanctuary. 

They will run from Oct. 3rd through Dec.  

until the performance on Dec. 16th.  

 

I look forward to creating this show with our amazing kids! 

Megan Jordan 

 

If you have questions or would like to help, 

please feel free to contact me by phone or a text at: 

814-795-4516 

https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/new+philadelphia+first+umc/@40.4904677,-81.5179377,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8836e347d8ad98c5:0x30faf4d0aa268087!2m2!1d-81.4478978!2d40.4904888
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/First+United+Methodist+Church,+220+Sandusky+St,+Ashland,+OH+44805/@40.8698225,-82.3884137,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8839fb4954bf00c9:0xb7965a3d15b65fcf!2m2!1d-82.3183738!2d40.8698437
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/''/aldersgate+umc+%26+warrensville/@41.4482059,-81.6092774,12z/data=!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x8830e2cac2d20681:0xd6103387580c1d46!2m2!1d-81.5392375!2d41.4482271
http://www.eocumc.com/gc


Participants made scarecrow 

crafts & painted rocks  

with nail polish. 



Giving Online at www.andoverfirstumc.org 

“Offering Cards” are placed in the back of chairs so 

you and your family can indicate and celebrate the act 

of giving. For one time or recurring gifts, visit  

www.andoverfirstumc.org/give on your phone or  

tablet. The site will take you to AUMC’s online giving 

page where you may give your gift electronically  

during the offering portion of the service. Use this QR 

code to give from your mobile device. Gifts can always 

be placed in the offering plate during worship.   

United Methodist Men & Friends  

 Princess Ministries 

We have a large variety of dresses available 

for Any Occasion.  

Contact Michele @ 330-760-0862 or  

Sonia 440-862-0245  

 

 

 

 

 

 

October Committee Meetings 

Admin. Council - Tues. 9th - 7:30pm 

Finance - Tues. 9th - 6:30pm 

Missions - Tues. 9th - 7pm 

Trustees - Tues. 9th - 6:30pm 

SPRC - Mon. 15th - 6:30pm 

Weekly YMCA Fitness Classes @ Andover UMC 

Mon. - Cardio - 5:30pm 

Tues. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

Wed. - Yoga Stretch - 10am 

Wed. - Tai Chi - 1:30pm 

  Thurs. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

For more info., contact Jodi Fowler 440-997-5321 

Breakfast & Mission Work  

       Saturday, Oct. 13th  

      at Andover UMC 

 Meet at 8 am 

All are welcome to attend 

Prayer-A-Thon Sunday, October 14th 
24 hours of prayer starting on Oct. 14th @ 12am 

for current & future ministries of the church!  

Please join together as we pray for our faith  

community. Sign up in the lobby for your  

30 minutes or more of prayer time. 

Calling all Drama Kings & Queens 
For anyone interested in planning our church’s first 

Dinner Theatre (fundraiser), a meeting will be held on 

Mon., Sept. 10th, 6pm @ Andover UMC. 

 See Kris Groff, Sheryl McGann, Suzanne Wludyga. 

Halloween  

Photo  

Booth 
Andover UMC Parking Lot 

Wednesday, October 31st  

from 6pm-8pm 

 

Get ready to warm up with a 

bowl of soup next month! 

 

UMW Soup Luncheons 

will start on Wed., Oct. 10th 

@ Andover UMC 

 

Starting at 11am until 1pm  

or until sold out 

UMW Soup’s On in October! 

Living Christmas Tree 

Rehearsals start Sun., Oct. 7th 

NEW VOICES NEEDED 

2pm @ Trinity UMC Conn. Lk, PA 

814-382-1121 church office 

Director: Tina Teter 

Join our Prayer Team 

Meets weekly on Tuesdays  

10am @ Andover UMC 

tel:330-760-0862
tel:440-862-0245
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United Methodist Women News 

UMW Small Group Studies 

 

Faith Circle - Tues., Oct. 9th, 11am-1pm 

@ the parsonage, 6019 Pyma. Lake Rd. 

 

Hope & Charity Circle -  Thurs., Oct. 25th, 7pm-8:30pm 

@ Andover UMC - Library 

Fall Tea 

Thursday, October 4th @ 6pm 

 Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

Program - Story of Martha 

By Sandra Zikursh 

Please Join Us! 

UMW District Meeting 

Saturday, October 6th @ 9am 

Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

UMW Mission Project 

Saturday, October 13th 10am-12pm 

Andover UMC  

We will be assembling the sewing kits  

& cutting fabric bags for the  

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. 

All women of all ages are invited. 

WE WELCOME YOUNG LADIES AND WOMEN OF ALL AGES  

TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR UMW EVENTS! 



GET YOUR FREE ACCOUNT by sending a request email to: 

pastor@andoverfirstumc.org  or receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

from your personal email address. 

You will receive an invitation to create an account. 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA IS “NETFLIX FOR THE CHURCH”  

THAT YOU CAN ACCESS ANYTIME, ANYWHERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus Girls 
Andover UMC 

Large classroom 

Thursdays @ 10:15am 
 

“The Book of Judges” 

through Oct. 28th 

  

“This is the Day” 

starts Oct. 25th 

 

Leader - Bev Hanson  

Join in anytime! 

  

Christmas Ornament Painting Class with The Crafty Buzzard 

Wed., Oct. 24th @ Andover UMC 

6-8:30pm (includes dinner) 

$3 pays for your ornament, supplies and training 

Sign up in the gathering space or rsvp at 440-293-6290 



Greetings from the Missions/Outreach Committee, 
 

We continue to get ready for the Operation Christmas Child drop-off week, running from Nov. 12-19.   
 
A couple of us went to Trumbull County a few weeks ago to see a young man who now lives in Buffalo but 
was living in various places in Africa when he was a child. He spoke about how receiving a shoebox changed 
his life and led him to Christ. He lived in a refugee camp for 10 years and never lost his favorite gift in his 
shoebox - a winter neck scarf. He was so happy to know that someone in the world loved him enough to 
send him a box. He knew that meant that God loved him, too and that he would someday use his scarf. He 
had it on the night we saw him! He talked about other life changing moments that happened to the children 
when they received their boxes. Never doubt the significance of your box. A list of possible items for boxes is 
on a table in the Gathering Space. You can put donated items in the red bin by the table. You need to include 
a $9.00 check or money order inside your box to pay for postage. If you register your box online you can 
track where it went. Remember to include a note and photo in your box. Sometimes the children write back.  
Thank you for your participation in this most important mission. We will try to use regular size shoeboxes this 
year if possible. The church has a limited supply.   
 
Please remember our pantry, held the second Friday of the month, and our Foodbank, held the fourth Friday 
of the month. They both begin at 10:00am and end at noon. We always need help for the Foodbank and you 
can come as early as 8:00am if you are able. The pantry holds all kinds of non-perishables and usually some 
meats. The Foodbank is always fresh fruits and vegetables. All who live in the county are welcome to the 
Foodbank. Those who live in the P.V. School District and qualify are welcome to attend the pantry.  
 
 Much of our food for the pantry comes from Country Neighbor: some of it is free and some we pay for, at 
very low prices. But, our donations of non-perishables help to keep the pantry stocked. We receive items 
from our church, other churches, organizations, and plain ol' individuals. We are so thankful that our  
community is such a loving and giving one. We would not exist without Country Neighbor and our local  
donations of food and money. Come visit us any time. We will soon be publishing the numbers of people fed 
each month. Thanks for your donations and help with these two missions. 
 
Enjoy Fall,       
Sandy John  

Ashtabula YMCA celebrates 1 year in Andover 

NEW! Zumba! Mondays & Thursdays @ 9am 

@ Andover UMC starting Oct. 8th. 



FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT & STEWARDSHIP REPORT: 

 

 

As of  (9-30-2018) 

Operating Income:  $208,659.14 

Operating Expenses: $220,691.94 

Operating Balance  ($12,032.80) 

 

2018 Total Budget   $312,849.00 

 

Electronic Giving for Year: $42,124.59  

 
Mortgage Balance:  

12-31-17  $992,423.28  

6-30-18  $966,637.05 

 

 

 

Attendance - 3rd Quarter 

 Sunday Worship Weekly Average  164  

 Children’s Church (weekly)  7 

 Small Groups (weekly)   49 

 

 

THANK YOU for your faithfulness to the mission and ministry of our church. 

2018 Operating Expenses by Percentage: 

Payroll    36  

Property    10 

Programs - Ministries  28 

Utilities    10 

Interest    10 

Payroll Taxes   2 

Office     3 

Stewardship    1  

Capital Campaign 2018 
 

Program Sundays: 
Oct. 14th - Children & Youth Ministries 
Oct. 21st - Laity Sunday - Local & Global Missions 
Oct. 28th - Community Ministries 
Nov. 4th - Worship Ministries 
Special speakers in worship & written testimonials 
 
Oct. 28th - Info Sharing Sunday 
 following each worship service in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Nov. 11th @ 10am - Celebration Sunday 
One Worship service 
Congregational Commitments 
Testimonial - Megan Jordan 
Guest Preacher - Rev. Charlie Yoost  
Lunch celebration following worship in Fellowship Hall - Please Join Us! 



Upcoming Western Reserve District Youth Events 

 
                                                                                                                                                                              

October 7, 2018 District Youth Council Hayride @ 5:00pm 
 Ridgeview Farm 5488 Kinsman Rd (SR 87) Middlefield, Ohio  

This annual event is open to all youth within our district. It is an excellent opportunity to invite friends.                              
                                                                                                                                                                                         

November 10th CCYM Project Feed - West Elementary, 315 Beaver St., Newcomerstown, OH        
                                                                                                                                       

                                
 

 November 11th CCYM Project Feed  
 Wadsworth Middle School 150 Silvercreek Road, Wadsworth, OH 
 Come join other youth groups across the East Ohio Conference as we package meals for those in need around the 
 world. This event grows by leaps and bounds each year as we minister to the needs of others. 
 

 November 17, 2018 DYC Game Day 1:00-8:00pm 
 Hope Ridge UMC  9870 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Mentor, Ohio 

Project Feed Mission 

Saturday, November 10th @ West Elementary 

Sunday, November 11th @ Wadsworth Middle School 
Youth & Adults are encouraged to participate, see Pastor Jason if interested 

See info/updates at http://projectfeedevent.org 



 

 

Oct. 7th - 3pm District Hayride 

@ Ridgeview Farms 

Oct. 14th - Movie Night - 5pm 

Oct. 21st - Meeting Night - 5pm 

Oct. 28th - No Meeting 

 

 

Tweens 
4th-6th Grade  

Contact a Leader for more information  

or to get involved with these events! 

Youth Group: Pastor Jason Hockran  

Tweens: Mark & Alicen Limestoll 

Fall Unit 2:  

We Are Family 
 

October 7th 
Family Blessings 

Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-46 
 

Bible Verse: 

 
Look at how good and  

pleasing it is when families 
live together as one! 

 
Psalm 133:1 

October 14th 

Joseph and His Brothers 

Genesis 37:1-36; 42:1-46 

 

 
 

 

October 21st 

Moses and His Sister 

Exodus 1:8-14, 2:1-10 

 

 
October 28th 

Sisters 
Luke 10:38-42 

 

Join us as we continue on our  
Deep Blue Adventure! 

 

Oct. 7th - 3pm District Hayride 

@ Ridgeview Farms 

Oct. 14th - Sunday Worship 

Oct. 21st - Laity Sunday 

Oct. 28th - 8:30, 9:30 & 11am Worship 

 

Youth Group  
7th-10th Grade  

Childrenôs Church & Nursery 

Check out deepbluekids.com and follow us on 

social media (@deepbluekids)  

to connect with other leaders,  

download additional content,  

and stay up to date on all the Deep Blue news. 

e with God  

ove God and neighbor  

nderstand yourself  

as a child of God  

xplore faith and the Bible  

Download the Deep Blue App today!  

Itõs free! 

Children’s Bell Choir 
Practice - Sun., Oct 7th 

Performance - Sun., Oct. 14th 

during the 9:30am worship service.  

All children age 3 & up are welcome 

as long as they know their colors. 



 

Wednesdays @ Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

 

October 10, 2018 

October 24, 2018 

November 7, 2018  

December 12, 2018 

January 9, 2019 

January 23, 2019 

February 13, 2019 

February 27, 2019  

March 13, 2019 

March 27, 2019 

 

11 am-1 pm or sold out 

 $4.00 includes crackers and dessert 

 

SOUPS: 

Stuffed Pepper, Ham-Cabbage-Potato, Chicken Noodle, 

  Broccoli Cheese,  Sausage Tortellini , Potato & Chili 

***Surprise Soup Each Week***  

 

Give us a call to place your order 

440-293-6290 Extension 104 

We Deliver!! 

WARM UP WITH A BOWL OF 
HOMEMADE SOUP 

 STARTING ON OCTOBER 10TH! 



THANK YOU TO  

CINDY HARVEL,  

KATIE KIRACOFE, 

THE MEN WHO COOKED & 

SERVED, AND ALL OTHERS 

WHO HELPED WITH THIS DAY 

OF RENEWAL! 

Fall Retreat 



First United Methodist Church of Andover 

181 South Main St 

P.O. Box 207 

Andover, OH 44003 

 

 

Sent with a prayer to: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

 

Food Pantry 
October 12th 
10am-Noon 

 
Located at Andover UMC  

Open to all of those in need in  
the PV School District 

 

 

Cleveland Foodbank  

Distribution 

October 26th 
10am-Noon 

Located at Andover UMC  

Open to all of those in need in   
Ashtabula County 

Free Dinner Friday  

October 26th @ 5:30pm 
 

Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

 

Invite a friend!  

Come and enjoy a delicious dinner with us! 

˦̉̇̈̔̉̎̇ 

̈̎̇̅̒̕ˌ 

ˤ̖̅̌̉̅̒̉̎̇ 

̈̏̐̅ˌ 

 Community Center 
Housed in the Old Fellowship Hall.  

Lunch is served at noon for a donation.  

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursdays  

 From 9-3 pm  

Stop in to see what  
is available. 


