
 

Andover UMC To create and nurture a passionate faith community through open doorways to Christ. 
December 

2018 

8:30am Word & Table 

9:30am Modern 

11am Traditional (ASL for Hearing Impaired) 
andoverfirstumc 

 

 

 

 

Join us Sunday Mornings: 

 
Dec. 2nd - The Gift of Good News - Matthew 1:18-25 

Dec. 9th - The Gift of a New Understanding - Luke 1:39-56 

Dec. 16th - The Gift of a Strong Foundation - Joshua 24:14-15 

Dec. 23rd - The Gift of a New Style of Living - Matthew 23:23-26 

Dec. 30th - Christmas Gifts We Can Pass on to Others - Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Christmas Eve Services: 

Candlelight Service - 7:30pm 

Midnight - Celebration Service 

All I Want  

for Christmas 
 

Advent  Worship Series (Sundays) 

&  

Small Group Study (Thursdays @ 10:15am) 



 

Let Us Worship  
Together 

 

Andover UMC 

Worship 

8:30am Word & Table 

9:30am with Children’s 

Church 

11am Traditional 

 

Cherry Valley UMC 

Rev. John M. Germaine 

Worship  

11am 

Sunday School  

10am 

  

Dorset UMC 

Worship  

10:00am 

  

Leon UMC 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

10:30am 

  

Richmond UMC 

Worship  

11am 

  

Williamsfield UMC 

Pastor Pat Seger 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

9am 

 
 
 
 
Not even God could draw a crowd. The day God came to earth “people were eating, drinking,  
marrying and being given in marriage” …nothing very different from every other day. There was a 
census that was being taken that had everyone stirred up. They had to travel home to be counted.  
What a waste of time and money. Might as well make the best of it and spend some time with the 
family. We don’t make it back very often. 
 
Expectation? Expectation of what? God’s promise of a Savior to return mankind to their created 
purpose was 4000 years old…way back in Genesis 3. If it was going to happen, it would have  
happened by now. Who waits that long? Get on with life. It’s too short as it is. 
 
Faith. Who needs it? We Jews follow the list of things to do and don’t do the things on the “don’t 
do” list. Oops, it’s Saturday (Sabbath) – a whole new list of things not to do. Faith has form. It is to 
comfort people who realize that life is beyond our control. We try to make God happy, so He will 
make our life easier. No one expects anything to really happen. It’s a balancing act, never sure if 
we are heavy on one side or not. Religion is not relationship, it is simply rigorous rightness.  
 
Our view of the world is small. Whatever is right in front of us is all that counts. We are occupied 
by an invading country. Rome has taken over this whole area of the world. They have built roads.  
Travel is easier. The economy is booming as trade increases. The Romans haven’t messed with 
temple worship…so long as they leave me alone. There is an old myth that arises every time it 
gets a little tough for Jews, a Savior, who would come to save us. Now might be a good time. 
 
Joseph takes Mary to Bethlehem so they can be counted with the rest of their family. The trip is 
hard as a pregnant Mary rides a donkey into town. Nothing will bring on labor like a couple of days 
on the back of a donkey. 
Hurry! Find a place to have this baby. Full, everything’s full. 
Here is a barn. At least it is dry, and the straw keeps us off the ground. The time has come. The 
baby boy is born. There is no mother rushing in to help until Mary gets back on her feet. All that 
show up that night are some guys who smell a little worse than the barn that houses them. 
 
These smelly fellows bring some amazing stories about angels, light, proclamations and peace on 
earth. The shepherds are wild-eyed and excited. They tell everyone they meet what the angels 
had said, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord.”   
(Luke 2:10-11) People are amazed! Amazed at what the shepherds tell them, not by what had 
happened. Their amazement only lasts for awhile. People stop talking about this miracle birth.  
The king never heard about this birth at the time, but a bit later, “wise-men” come on the scene.  
These wise guys couldn’t find anyone who remembered the event! Fortunately, they had a star to 
guide them. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PRAYERS AND CONCERNS: 
Bill Burgess  healing of bladder cancer 
Bob Chapman  strength and comfort with bone cancer 
Nicole Chapman healing of tumor on spine 
Shirley French  health concerns  
Norman McNany strength and healing - cancer 
Sarah Warsing  strength and healing  
Andover UMC   continued success with Campaign 
Our youth, church family, community, our ministry and worship 
 
Children & Youth 
Cassidy Chapman  
Logan Howard 
Kyle Mason 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Grief of Families and Friends: 

Eileen Botz 
Shirley French 

 
 Service Men, Women and families:  

                Ryan Jacobs 
John Johnson 

Trenton Krueger 
  Austin Limestoll    

Blake Little 
Andre McCoy 
Ronald Slater 

December 2018 Prayer List 
When we join the United Methodist Church, we take a vow 
that we will be, loyal to the United Methodist Church and  
uphold it by Our Prayers, Our Presence, Our Gifts, Our  

Service and by Our Witness. Scriptures call us to celebrate 
with those who celebrate and to grieve with those who 

grieve. We grow in connection with one another as we know 
the praises and concerns of the individual churches and  
respond in a manner of praise and/or prayer. Please feel 
free to share your news that we may share especially the 

prayer concerns to the faith community. 

 
 
God himself didn’t draw a crowd. Not until Jesus finished His ministry and the power of God was released on His people was the 
bondage of rigorous religion broken. The time for formalized faith has passed, but there is another time about to pass. Casual 
Christianity. If our Christianity doesn’t stir the cultural waters today enough for people to experience the power and relationship of 
God, then it’s not enough. I believe that there are three factors in a transformation story. The first is God. His love is equally  
available to all. Second is the receiver. One’s openness to the transformation power of God directly impacts how much of God one 
gets. As Charles Yoost reminded us, “Want $3 worth of God and that's what you get.” There is little we can do to change someone 
else’s choices. We can only be a tool that allows God’s power to work through our own story. The third party is we who share the 
story. What we share of our story with others can lead them to the wonderful experience of the presence of God! If we share  
incorrectly, we can lead our listeners to false expectations and failure to desire Christ. Let’s be clear, stories of angels didn’t do it.  
Our story of the church may bring a person to church but not to Jesus. It is the power of meeting Jesus that changes lives. It is the 
story of how Jesus changed our heart that changes other’s hearts. “The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God” after they 
saw Jesus. The Good News was Jesus. After a good story people may say “amazing,” and then return to their lives. Our story 
needs to have the power of God in it so that the “good news” that causes “great joy” becomes evident in our lives! That’s when  
Emmanuel, “God with us,” becomes real.  
 
 
 
May you and those with whom you share your story have a blessed and … 
Merry Christmas!  
Reverend Ric Harvel 



Community Soup Lunch  

@ Dorset UMC 

Ham & Potato Soup 

Sat., Dec. 1st from noon - 2pm 

2800 State Route 193, Dorset 

Cost: Donation 

 

Living Christmas Tree Choir Presents: 

“Christmas! We Remember, Rejoice, Worship” 

Fri., Nov. 30th - 7:30pm,  

Sat., Dec. 1st - 7:30pm 

Sun., Dec. 2nd - 3:30pm & 7:30pm 

@ Trinity UMC Conneaut Lake, PA 

Please bring a NON-Perishable food item  

to donate to the local food bank 

814-382-1121 

 

TWEENS & YOUTH  

of all ages baked Christmas 

cookies @ Andover UMC 

On Nov. 25th 



Angela Lipani was  

diagnosed with Autism at 

3 years old and was  

non-verbal for years. 

She is now 21 & doing 

her intern & final years at 

Magee’s Women  

Hospital. She has been on 

the Dean’s list all through 

college & ran a 4.0 grade 

average in high school. 

Although she will always 

be on “the spectrum”, 

very few people even 

know or notice. 
The Autism pumpkin she 

painted has been on  

display in the gathering 

space. Thanks Angela! 



Giving Online at www.andoverfirstumc.org 

“Offering Cards” are placed in the back of chairs so 

you and your family can indicate and celebrate the act 

of giving. For one time or recurring gifts, visit  

www.andoverfirstumc.org/give on your phone or  

tablet. The site will take you to AUMC’s online giving 

page where you may give your gift electronically  

during the offering portion of the service. Use this QR 

code to give from your mobile device. Gifts can always 

be placed in the offering plate during worship.   

United Methodist Men & Friends  

 
Princess Ministries 

We have a large variety of dresses 

available for Any Occasion.  

Contact Michele @ 330-760-0862  

Or Sonia 440-862-0245  

to arrange a time to get together. 

 

 

 

 

December Committee Meetings 

Admin. Council - No Meeting 

Finance - No Meeting 

Missions - No Meeting 

Trustees - Tues., Dec. 11th @ 6:30pm 

SPRC - No Meeting 

(SPRC will have its initial meeting for 2019 on  

Mon., Jan. 21st @ 6:30pm in the church library) 

Weekly YMCA Fitness Classes @ Andover UMC 

Mon. -  Zumba - 9am 

      Cardio - 5:30pm 

Tues. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

Wed. - Yoga Stretch - 10am 

Wed. - Tai Chi - 1:30pm 

  Thurs. -  Zumba - 9am 

Silver Sneakers - 10am 

 

For more info., contact Jodi Fowler 440-997-5321 
Breakfast & Mission Work  

       Saturday, Dec. 8th  

      at Andover UMC 

 Meet at 8 am 

All are welcome to attend 

Andover UMC - Post Office Boxes 
are available once again in the gathering 

space to save you time & postage on  
sharing cards with your church family 

We the People Dinner Theatre Fundraiser 

March 2nd, 2019 @ Andover UMC 

Contact Sheryl McGann, Kris Groff or  

Suzanne Wludyga if you would like to help. 

Angel Tree gift tags are on the Angel 

Tree in the gathering space.  

Please have gifts wrapped, labeled and 

at the church by Sun., Dec. 16th 

 

Join our Prayer Team 

Meets weekly on Tuesdays  

10am @ Andover UMC 

If you currently  

do not receive offering envelopes  

and would like to,  

please contact the church office 

 
Andover Village Retirement  

Christmas Gift List 

Posted on the bulletin board across 

from the office. Please have Christmas 

gifts wrapped, labeled and at the 

church by Sunday, December 9th 

The 2019 list to sign up for altar flowers 
is on the bulletin board across from the  

office. Cost is $20 payable to the church 

tel:330-760-0862
tel:440-862-0245
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United Methodist  Women News 

UMW Small Group Studies 

Hope & Charity Circle -  No study in December 

Faith Circle - Tues., Dec. 11th, 11am-1pm 

@ the parsonage, 6019 Pyma. Lake Rd. 

UMW Christmas Gathering 

Saturday, December 8th @ 10am 
@ Andover UMC in the Gathering Space 

Please bring a canned good or paper product  

for the pantry and a small Christmas ornament.  

All women of the church are invited to attend. 

 

 

 

Hello folks and greetings from the Mission/Outreach Committee.   

In this season of waiting for Christ's birth we are glad to say that we sent off 247 Operation Christmas Child boxes to-all over the 
world! We pray that each one of these children and their families are blessed by receiving a box. Many children and adults have 
come to know Christ because of the Operation Christmas Child program. Thank you so much to all of you! Please keep in mind 
that we need a new person in charge of OCC next year. I will be glad to walk anyone through the process next fall. Please let me, 
the pastors, or the church office know if you need more information. 
 
We will be taking clean, used clothing, shoes, linens, and small appliances to Spiderweb in Jefferson in January and February.  
Please sort women, children's, and men's clothes and label each bag or box. Spiderweb provides really nice clothing and home 
items to everyone at a very low cost. They also provide after-school tutoring to school age children. It is a mission of the Jefferson 
United Methodist Church. 
 

 

 

Thank you for all of your faithful service and donations to our pantry. We wouldn't exist without our church. Many other churches, 
organizations, and individuals give food donations to our pantry as well. Our Foodbank feeds 500-550 people per month and the 

pantry feeds about 250-275 folks per month. God bless you and have a lovely Christmas season.    

Sandy John  

A Quiet Christmas Service 

Sunday, December 23rd @ 7pm @ Andover UMC 
A service for those who are grieving and hurting this season.  

A time to light a candle in honor of your loved one is provided, but not required. 



GET YOUR FREE ACCOUNT by sending a request email to: 

pastor@andoverfirstumc.org  or receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

from your personal email address. 

You will receive an invitation to create an account. 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA IS “NETFLIX FOR THE CHURCH”  

THAT YOU CAN ACCESS ANYTIME, ANYWHERE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

If anyone would like to lead a  

Grow Night or any small group study,  

please see Rev. Ric or Pastor Jason. 

“All I Want for Christmas” 

Jesus Girls  

Small Group Advent Study 

Thursdays @ 10:15am at Andover UMC 

Starts Nov. 29th (5-week study) 

Invite a friend & join in anytime! 

Study guides are available in lobby 



Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Delivery Day 

247 shoeboxes were packed up and delivered to Geneva, Ohio by our volunteers: 
Hallie Adams, Jason “Double” Johnson, Fran Martin and Sandy John 

Over 53 hours of volunteer work is what it took to make this mission possible. 

Thank you to all who volunteered their time & donated boxes to make a child smile this Christmas! 

Early Response Team (ERT) 

Recertification Training Course 

Saturday, January 12, 2019 | 9:00am-1:30pm 

@ Andover UMC 

Register @ https://ert-recert-andover.eventbrite.com  

by January 10, 2019 

Mail in forms are available in the gathering space 

EAST OHIO CONFERENCE 

UNITED METHODIST VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION 



The Capital Campaign Leadership Committees want to extend our sincere gratitude for your commitment to 

the 2018 Campaign. Your gift represents an understanding that our Church’s buildings and ongoing ministry 

are tools to reach others as we serve God. 

 

Hours and hours of time went into making this campaign successful and we could not have accomplished all 

we did without our committee chairs. Carol and I sincerely thank them for their help and support. 

 

We have received over $400,000 in cash and pledges. At year end, with the cash received, we will be able to 

make a substantial payment on our loan principal to reduce our debt. This will allow us to refinance and 

greatly reduce our long-term payoff and the interest paid, allowing us to work toward expanding and  

improving programs for our ministry. 

 

In addition to your financial support, we are greatly appreciative of your active participation in the life of this 

church. Your generosity and commitment make a vital difference in the future of our family of faith. 

 
Thank you so much, 

Co-Chairs, Carol Loveland and Mary Mitchell 



Children’s Ministry News  

Tweens Movie Night 

Sun., Dec. 2nd @ 5pm 

Featuring:  

The Polar Express 

All are welcome,  

bring a friend and a blanket! 

Movie snacks are provided. 

Children’s Bell Choir 

Christmas Concert Performance 

Sun., Dec. 9th  
following 9:30 service in the lobby. 

They will play for approximately  

15-20 minutes starting at 10:30am. 

Please plan now to come and listen. 

The Noel Critter Motel 
Children’s Christmas Musical 

Performance 

December 16th 

during the 9:30 worship service. 



Dec. 2nd - Movie Night - 5pm 

The Polar Express 

Dec. 9th - No Meeting 

Dec. 16th - No Meeting 

(Children’s Musical @ 9:30am service) 

Dec. 23rd - Merry Christmas! 

Dec. 30th - No Meeting 

Happy New Year! 

Tweens 
4th-6th Grade 

Contact a Leader for more information  

or to get involved with these events! 

Youth Group: Pastor Jason Hockran  

Tweens: Mark & Alicen Limestoll 

 
Winter Unit 1:  

Celebrate Advent  
with Your Family 

 

December 9th 
Mary 

Luke 1:26-38 

Bible Verse: 

 
In the depths of who I am  
rejoice in God my savior. 

 
Luke 1:47 

December 16th 
Mary and Elizabeth 

Luke 1:39-66 

 

 
 

 

December 23rd 
Joseph, Mary and Jesus 

Luke 2:1-20 

December 2nd 
Elizabeth and Zechariah 

Luke 1:5-25 

December 30th 
Simeon and Anna 

Luke 2:25-38 
 

Join us as we continue on our  
Deep Blue Adventure! 

Dec. 2nd - Living Christmas Tree  

3:30 or 7:30pm 

Dec. 9th - No Gathering 

Dec. 16th - Christmas Show 

(Children’s Musical @ 9:30am service) 

Dec. 23rd - Merry Christmas! 

Dec. 30th - No Gathering 

Happy New Year! 

Youth Group  
7th-10th Grade 

Children’s Church & Nursery 

Check out deepbluekids.com and follow us on 

social media (@deepbluekids)  

to connect with other leaders,  

download additional content,  

and stay up to date on all the Deep Blue news. 

e with God 

ove God and neighbor 

nderstand yourself  

as a child of God 

xplore faith and the Bible 

Download the Deep Blue App today! 

It’s free! 

Children’s Bell Choir 
Typically rehearse on the 1st Sun. of 

the month & perform on the 2nd Sun. 

All children age 3 & up are welcome 

as long as they know their colors. 



 

Wednesdays @ Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

 

 

December 12, 2018 

January 9, 2019 

January 23, 2019 

February 13, 2019 

February 27, 2019                                                 
March 13, 2019 

March 27, 2019 

 

11 am-1 pm or sold out 

 $4.00 includes crackers and dessert 

 

SOUPS: 

Stuffed Pepper, Ham-Cabbage-Potato, Chicken Noodle, 

  Broccoli Cheese,  Sausage Tortellini , Potato & Chili 

***Surprise Soup Each Week***  

 

Give us a call to place your order 

440-293-6290 Extension 104 

We Deliver!! 

WARM UP WITH A BOWL OF 
HOMEMADE SOUP 

 STARTING ON OCTOBER 10TH! 



Parish Nurse Nook 

NEWSLETTER INFO UPDATE: 
All information for the newsletter should be emailed or provided to CHURCH OFFICE  

by the 25th of each month. Send to receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

 

 
I am sharing this from a devotional that a friend gave me a while back.  

Felt it is a good message for the season! ~ Carol 
 

Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give birth to a son, and he will be called Immanuel (God is with us). 
Matthew 1:25 

 
Since we’re moving quickly toward Christmas, it won’t be long till you’ll see a version of A Christmas Carol.  
You probably know the story well. It features Bob Cratchit, Jacob Marley’s Ghost, Tiny Tim, and the Ghosts of Christmases Past, 
Present, and Future, through whom Scrooge learns the real meaning of Christmas. 

 
Do you remember Scrooge’s famous phrase?  
That’s right - “Bah! Humbug!” he would say whenever someone tried to get him in the Christmas spirit. 
Have you ever felt like Scrooge?  
Have you grown tired of all the carols and crowds, or run short of money with presents still to buy?  
Are you afraid you won’t be getting what you really want for Christmas?  
Are you stressed with the added activities and responsibilities? Are you tempted to say, “Humbug”? 
That’s when we need to remember Christmas past. No, we don’t need a visit from a fictional ghost; we just need to remember the 
true meaning of Christmas and why we celebrate. 

 
Our verse for today says it all:  

“God with us.”  
Christmas celebrates the greatest gift ever given ~ God himself in human flesh.  

The wise men presented gifts to baby Jesus. And for centuries Christians have exchanged gifts in his honor. 
 

Christmas is all about the giving, not the getting. And when we give to family, friends, and others, we should expect nothing in 
return. Our giving should be a response, not a habit or a way to get. 

 
So get through those humbug feelings and find the truth in this season.  
And don’t forget to “Thank God for his Son ~ a gift too wonderful for words!” (2 Corinthians 9:15). 

 
I challenge you to buy an extra gift for someone who really needs it. Give it anonymously (without putting your name on it).  
And don’t ever let him or her know that you were the giver!! That’s a true gift from a true giver’s heart!! 

 

 



First United Methodist Church of Andover 

181 South Main St 

P.O. Box 207 

Andover, OH 44003 

 

 

Sent with a prayer to: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Food Pantry 
December 14th 

10am-Noon 
 

Located at Andover UMC  

Open to all of those in need in  
the PV School District 

 

 

Cleveland Foodbank  

Distribution 

December 21st 
10am-Noon 

Located at Andover UMC  

Open to all of those in need in   
Ashtabula County 

Free Dinner Friday  

December 28th @ 5:30pm 
 

Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

 

Invite a friend!  

Come and enjoy a delicious dinner with us! 

Fighting 

hunger. 

Delivering 

hope. 

 Community Center 
Housed in the Old Fellowship Hall.  

Lunch is served at noon for a donation.  

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursdays  

 From 9-3 pm  

Stop in to see what  
is available. 


