
 

Andover UMC To create and nurture a passionate faith community through open doorways to Christ. 
October 

2019 

Sunday Worship: 8:30am Word & Table, 9:30am Modern, 11am Traditional (ASL) 

www.andoverfirstumc.org 

andoverfirstumc 

WORSHIP SERIES 

 

Oct. 6th - Sacrifices and Gifts - Acts 2:44-47 

Oct. 13th - Cares About All - Acts 2:46-47 

Oct. 20th - Laity Sunday - Therefore, Go!: With HOPE Through Purpose 

Oct. 27th - Honors Past, Risks it all for Future - 1 Peter 5:1-5 

 



 

Let Us Worship  
Together 

 

Andover UMC 

Worship 

8:30am Word & Table 

9:30am with Children’s 

Church 

11am Traditional 

 

Cherry Valley UMC 

Rev. John M. Germaine 

Worship  

11am 

Sunday School  

10am 

  

Dorset UMC 

Worship  

10:00am 

  

Leon UMC 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

10:30am 

  

Richmond UMC 

Worship  

11am 

  

Williamsfield UMC 

Pastor Pat Seger 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

9am 

 Have you changed in the last 60 years? I have. I was 2 and people said I was cute. Okay, 
so I’m no longer cute and weigh 40 lbs. Things have changed. Are we still doing things the way 
John Wesley did? Yes and no. Some things don’t work the way they used to. One of the reasons 
is because it takes a long time for the decision-making process. It starts with an idea, then it is 
presented to a committee, then to Finance, Trustees and maybe Staff Parish Relations Committee 
and finally Administrative Council. And if it is a big change, then the annual Charge Conference.  
That may take a year. So, are we doing things the same way as in the fifties? There’s nothing 
wrong with the 50’s, except that was 70 years ago. 
 Most churches don’t function that way. We don’t, even though we try to make sure all the 
boxes get checked. What happens in reality is much more organic. In other words, naturally. The 
difference is between form and function. Form can restrict function. (Can’t make a decision now 
because we need to take it to 3 other committees.)  Also, we get to rehash everything each time it 
is presented to the various committees. 
 There is another model we would like to use at Andover UMC that many churches have 
chosen to streamline their organization chart. It is approved by the United Methodist Discipline. It’s 
not some renegade, “we’re going to do something different.”  It’s approved and used by many of 
the churches in our conference and in other conferences. 
 It goes by many names: One Board Model, Simplified Accountable Structure or  
Single Board Structure. This new structure will affect SPRC, Trustees, Finance and  
Administrative Council. Ministry teams will not change except they can get a decision faster. The 
main structure is the Council and is made of at least 9 and up to 15 people. There will be people 
who are SPRC specialists, Finance specialists, Trustee specialists. From time to time, they will 
meet separately for special purposes, like human resource issues, creating the budget, planning 
facility projects and then will meet with the Committee for final decisions. 
Advantages: 

Shorter decision-making process - Efficiency 
Each group is represented in the meeting 
Consistent goal setting and goal-oriented 
Accountable Leadership (Responsibility + Authority + Accountability) 
Time spent on administration takes away from ministry/mission time 
Leaders grow in their leadership 
Time is not spent on reports 

Disadvantages: 
Need to communicate better  
Leaders will need to read the Leadership Packet sent out before the meeting  
 (Consent Calendar) 
Change - is always hard 
This will be a work in progress! 

Next steps: 
Approval from D.S. (Done) 
Approval by Administrative Council 
Approval by Charge Conference 

 
Making logistical changes is never easy, but we believe this change will be more 
efficient and free more time for the priority of Andover UMC…and that is mission! 
 
We believe this structural change will help us to have more time to love on our 
neighbor, care for our community, and share in the worship of our precious Lord! 
Blessings,  
Ric 



 
Prayers and Concerns: 
Bill Benetin  strokes and health complications 
Gary Boettcher  triple bypass surgery (10/4) 
Lynn Boyles  healing and recovery  
Carla Broughton  breast cancer recovery 
Pastor Jerry Fritz healing after leg artery procedure  
Christopher Gause health concerns  
Bob Hall  healing & strength  
Emily Hunt  health concerns 
Kyle Isenberg  health concerns 
Henry Lipps  health concerns 
Dorothy Nielsen  health concerns 
Joan Smock  healing and recovery  
Sarah Warsing  strength and healing 
Norman Woodard cancer treatment and recovery 
Sheila Woodard  cancer treatment and recovery 
Sophia Young  Grandmother - health concerns 
 

 
  Grief of Families and Friends: 
          Robert Leckrone 
          Gary Morrison lll 
          
         Children & Youth: 
          Cassidy Chapman  
             Logan Howard 
    

Service Men, Women and families:  
Zak Hazen 

Jake Hilliard 
Andrew Kirby 
Kevin Kovach 

         Trenton Krueger   
               Austin Limestoll    

Andre McCoy 
Leah Snell 

October 2019 Prayer List 
When we join the United Methodist Church, we take a vow that we will be, loyal to the United Methodist Church and  

uphold it by Our Prayers, Our Presence, Our Gifts, Our Service and by Our Witness. Scriptures call us to celebrate with 
those who celebrate and to grieve with those who grieve. We grow in connection with one another as we know the praises 
and concerns of the individual churches and respond in a manner of praise and/or prayer. Please feel free to share your 

news that we may share especially the prayer concerns to the faith community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit prayer requests 

by calling the church office 

(440) 293-6290 or visit our website: 

www.andoverfirstumc.org (Contact tab) 

You can also email: 

receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

Please provide first name, last name 

and reason for prayer.  

If confidential,  let us know & it will be given 

to prayer team only on Tuesdays. 

Please update us every 2 weeks. 

 

Prayer Warriors welcome!  
 

Join our Prayer Team 

 

We meet weekly on Tuesdays,  

10am @ Andover UMC. 

 

All are welcome! 

See Bev Hanson  

for more information 



 

Women’s Day 2019 
 

Autumn Reflections 
 

Sat., Oct. 19th from 9-3 

@ Andover UMC 
 

Speaker: Patricia Inman 
 

Pat has presented  

many parenting seminars,  

led Bible studies and has been  

a motivational guest speaker for numerous 

audiences. One of her favorite topics is to  

remind people that laughter is good  

medicine for the family! 

 

We look forward to you joining us  

on this day of reflection. 

Breakfast & lunch provided! 

All are welcome! 

Please RSVP: 

(440) 293-6290 

   I want to tell my church family 

how grateful I am  for all the acts 

of kindness Harry & I received  

when I broke my arm.  

We really appreciate  all the  

prayers & words of encouragement.  

 

 

 

 

Thanks again.    

Love, Joan  

The United Methodist Women are 

 planning a mission time each month.  

We invite all women & young ladies  

of the church (all ages)  

to join us on Sat., Oct. 12 10am-12pm 

@ Andover UMC 

We have many mission projects to do.  

If you can cut and paste paper, tie a knot,  

cut fabric, write, print or assemble various kits, 

 we can use you. There is something for everyone 

to help with. We have ornaments to make, sewing 

kits to assemble, fabric to cut for bags & more. 

 

We hope to see you! 



P.A.R.T. Conference  

(Prevention, Awareness, Recovery, Treatment) 
Oct. 18th from 8:30am-3pm  @ KSU  Ashtabula Campus 

3300 Lake Rd., W., Ashtabula 440-992-3121 

Cost: FREE 

For more information or to register, visit the link below. 

https://www.ashtabulamhrs.org/event/p-a-r-t-conference 

https://www.ashtabulamhrs.org/event/p-a-r-t-conference/


Giving Online at www.andoverfirstumc.org 

“Offering Cards” are placed in the back of chairs so 

you and your family can indicate and celebrate the act 

of giving. For one time or recurring gifts, visit  

www.andoverfirstumc.org/give on your phone or  

tablet. The site will take you to AUMC’s online giving 

page where you may give your gift electronically  

during the offering portion of the service. Use this QR 

code to give from your mobile device. Gifts can always 

be placed in the offering plate during worship.   

Living Christmas Tree 

Practice starts on 

Sun., Oct. 6th, 2pm 

@ Trinity UMC 

240 N. 3rd Street 

Conneaut Lake, PA 

Singers are welcome! 

 
Princess Ministries 

We have a large variety of dresses 

available for Any Occasion.  

Contact Michele @ 330-760-0862  

or Sonia 440-862-0245  

to arrange a time to get together. 

Weekly YMCA Fitness Classes @ Andover UMC 

Mon. -  Cardio Circuit - 5pm 

Tues. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

Wed. - Yoga Stretch - 10am 

Wed. - Tai Chi - 11am 

  Thurs. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

 

Individuals 60 and older can now attend free of charge 

For more information, contact Jodi Fowler 

@ the YMCA 440-997-5321 

 

 

NEWSLETTER INFO UPDATE: 

All information for the newsletter should 

be emailed or provided to church office 

by the 25th of each month.  

Send to receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

October Meetings 
Administrative Council - 8th @ 7:30pm 

Finance - 8th @ 6:30pm 

Trustees -  8th @ 6:30pm 

SPRC - 6th @ 4pm with the D.S. 

& 7th @ 6:30pm 

Andover UMC  

will once again host the  

Netcher Rd. Bridge. 

We invite all “crafters” to 

donate products: 

Cards, birdhouses, paintings, 

quilts, etc. - featuring the 

bridge theme. 

 UMW Small Group Studies  

 

Faith Circle 

Tues., Oct. 12th, 11:30am 

@ Cindy Harvel’s home 

6019 Pymatuning Lake Road 

Hope & Charity Circle 

Thurs., Oct. 24th, 7pm 

@ Andover UMC - Library 

World Communion Sunday  

is October 6th 

Envelopes will be provided for your 

generous gift which help  

promising scholars to become  

leaders. Please make donations to 

Andover UMC. As a church we will 

send a direct donation to UMC Giving. 

Covered Bridge Festival - October 12th & 13th 

Andover UMC Parking Lot 

Thurs., Oct. 31st from 6pm-8pm 

Bring the family & have some fun! 

Halloween  

Photo  

Booth 

tel:330-760-0862
tel:440-862-0245
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We hope you’ll join us! 

 

Psalm 23 

9/26 - Shepherd - Psalm 23:1 

10/3 - Still Waters - Psalm 23:2 

10/10 - Paths - Psalm 23:3 

10/17 - The Valley - Psalm 23:4 

10/24 - Psalm 23:5 

10/31 - Dwell - Psalm 23:6 

 

Sept. 26th through October 31st 

Study guides are available  in the office or in class 



GET YOUR FREE ACCOUNT by sending a request email to: 

pastor@andoverfirstumc.org or receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

from your personal email address. 

You will receive an invitation to create an account. 

RIGHTNOW MEDIA IS “NETFLIX FOR THE CHURCH”  

GROW WITH SMALL GROUPS 
  Take a class  

  Join a small group 

  Join Right Now Media and study at home 

  Listen to Andover UMC worship services online or watch on YouTube        

           (Visit our worship page at: www.andoverfirstumc.org) 

  Find a good book to read that will challenge and encourage you on your Journey 

  Attend a retreat or conference  

  Read your Bible  

  Take a spiritual retreat day  

  Journal  

  Take a class on prayer or join our Prayer Team 

SMALL GROUP STUDIES 
If anyone has a small group study that you are  

interested in participating in  

or if you would like to lead a study,  

please see Rev. Ric or Pastor Jason. 



Tear it out 
Post it up 

Pray each day 

 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month 
Please remember to show your appreciation in some way to our  

wonderful Pastors & their families. Mailboxes will be provided in the 

lobby during October if you’d like to share your thoughts and  

appreciation by placing something in them. 



FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT & STEWARDSHIP REPORT: 

 

 

As of  (9-30-2019) 

Operating Income:  $259,959.86 

Operating Expenses: $264,229.00 

Operating Balance  -$4269.14 

 

2019 Total Budget   $341,422.75 

 

Electronic Giving for Year: $46,755.17  

 
Mortgage Balance:  

12-31-18  $793,970.54 

9-30-19 $733,536.50  

 

 

 

Attendance - 3rdQuarter 

Sunday Worship Weekly Average  169  

Children’s Church (weekly)  11 

Small Groups (weekly)   42 

 

If you would like more detailed financial information  

please contact the church office or one of the pastors. 

THANK YOU for your faithfulness to the mission and ministry of our church. 

2019 Operating Expenses by Percentage: 

Payroll    37  

Property    7 

Programs - Ministries  29 

Utilities    10 

Interest    10 

Payroll Taxes   1 

Office     5 

Stewardship    1  

Our November worship series is on “Gratefulness”. 
 

We would like for you to share your own stories of gratefulness. 

If you’ve seen someone in or around the church that has done something 

that touched you or that you’re grateful for, please share with us by Nov. 1st. 

 

Stories (small write-ups) can be submitted by email to  

receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org or delivered to the church office. 



Children’s, Tweens & Youth Ministry News 

CANDY CANE LANE 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS  

MUSICAL PRACTICE 

Kids & adults,  

contact Megan Jordan if inter-

Dol-

phin 

The kids 
watched 

Dolphin Tale 2 
during 
Tweens 

Movie Night 
on Sept. 15th 

 We began class like we do every Sunday, greeting everyone and getting settled in. There was nothing different about the 
day. Megan, the other teacher, and I put on the video from Deep Blue Kids which shows a cartoon video of what the lesson is 
about for the day, then the rest of the class time we spend working on activities pertaining to the lesson.  
 However, this Sunday, there was a comment in the video that spurred the kids and I loved every minute of it. The segment 
was a young girl saying that she was so glad that her friend invited her to church to hear the story of Bartimaeus. She was Jewish 
and hadn't heard that story. Over the video we heard one of the children ask, "What does being Jewish mean?" I told him to wait 
until we finished the video and I would reply. Wow! We have talked about Jews plenty of times, in many ways, but it never occurred 
to any of us that they didn't fully understand. Or did they understand more than we realize? We spoke about it for awhile and they 
asked more and more questions that we answered. There is another verse in Matthew 10 that came to mind, verses 14-15,  
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you,  
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”     
 The children switched from asking questions to telling us stories. The first one had Megan and I wiping away tears. A child 
told us, “God gave me a miracle too, I was born really early…like really early, and I had a hard time breathing and I was going to 
die. God saved me!” Another hand popped up, “I had a miracle too! God saved my Dad! His appendix popped and he got really 
sick and was in the hospital, but God saved him”. And yet another hand flew up…“God saved my Dad too. He stopped breathing 
during the night but he suddenly shot up and started breathing really heavy trying to take in big breaths. God saved him!”   
 Stories like this continued for another 10 minutes. Megan and I just took it all in. Those children could see the miracles 
happening all around them, but as adults we sometimes miss them because we get wrapped up in our day to day. Read over  
Matthew 10:14-15, and then 46-52. We can be blind to the miracles around us, but take a moment…listen to a child, listen to God, 
and have faith in Him. ~ Alicen Limestoll ~ 

Children’s Church - Sunday, Sept. 15th - the story of Jesus healing Bartimaeus, Mark 10:46-52 



October Schedule: 

6th - District Hayride 

 

13th - Movie Night - 5pm 

Bring a blanket 

& invite a friend! 

Movie snacks are provided. 

 

20th - No Meeting 

 

27th - Happy Halloween! 

Tweens 
4th-6th Grade 

Contact a Leader for more information  

or to get involved with these events! 

 

Youth Group: Pastor Jason Hockran 

 Tweens: Mark & Alicen Limestoll 

Children’s Bell Choir: Carol Loveland 

Fall Unit 2:  
Community Foundations 

October 6th 
Call to Freedom 
Exodus 2:11-3:22 

Bible Verse: 

 
I’ll be with you. 

 
Exodus 3:12 

October 13th 
The Exodus 

Exodus 13:17-14:31 

 

 
 

 

October 20th 
Community in the Wilderness 

Exodus 15:22-17:7 

 

 
October 27th 

Ten Commandments 
Exodus 19:1-20:21 

 

Join us as we continue on our  
Deep Blue Adventure! 

October Schedule: 

6th - District Hayride 

11th - 5th Quarter @ ACC  

9:30pm 

12th & 13th - Covered Bridge 

Festival, Netcher Road Bridge, 

Jefferson 

18th - 5th Quarter @ ACC, 

9:30pm 

25th - Free Dinner help  

2:30-7pm 

Youth Group  
7th-10th Grade 

Children’s Church & Nursery 

Check out deepbluekids.com and follow us on 

social media (@deepbluekids)  

to connect with other leaders,  

download additional content,  

and stay up to date on all the Deep Blue news. 

e with God 

ove God and neighbor 

nderstand yourself  

as a child of God 

xplore faith and the Bible 

Download the Deep Blue App today! 

It’s free! 

Children’s Bell Choir 
Practice - Sun., Oct. 6 

Performance - Sun., Oct. 13 

during 9:30 service. 

Open to any children 

ages 3 and up  

that know their colors 



 

WARM UP WITH A BOWL OF 

HOMEMADE SOUP 

 STARTING ON OCTOBER 9TH! 

Wednesdays @ Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

 

October 9 

October 23 

November 13 

December 11 

January 8 

January 22 

February 12                                 

February 26 

March 11 

March 25 

 

11 am-1 pm or sold out 

 $4.00 

Includes crackers and dessert 

 

SOUPS                                         

Stuffed Pepper,  

Ham-Cabbage-Potato,  

Chicken Noodle, Broccoli Cheese,   

Sausage Tortellini , Potato, Chili 

***Surprise Soup Each Week***  

Give us a call to place your order 

440-293-6290 Extension 104 

We Deliver!! 



Parish Nurse Nook 

Five Wishes ~ An advance directive in everyday language 

Filling out an advance directive can be intimidating. And while taking care of end-of-life concerns is not at the top of  

anyone’s to-do list, when we do so, or encourage our loved ones to do so, it lifts the burden off family and friends during an 
already stressful and emotional time later. An advance care directive, such as Five Wishes, enables your family, friends and 

doctor to make decisions on your behalf that are in line with what you would choose. 

What is Five Wishes? 
It’s an advance care planner that prioritizes accessibility, understanding and comfort. Written in everyday language, it covers 

spiritual, medical, and legal wishes all in one place. Order from fivewishes.org. 

What are the Five Wishes? 
 Wish One: The person who will make decisions for me 

 Wish Two: Medical treatment I want or don’t want 
 Wish Three: How I want to be comfortable 
 Wish Four: How I want others to treat me 

 Wish Five: What I want my loved ones to know 
When you fill out the form, you can select from the options listed and cross out anything you do not agree with. 

Is Five Wishes a legal document? 
Five Wishes meets the legal requirements of 42 states. In the remaining states, extra steps will make sure the care planner 

complies with state requirements. See fivewishes.org to find your state’s guidelines. 

Can I change my wishes? 
Five Wishes only takes effect when you are too ill to communicate. You can update your wishes at any time. Simply fill out the 

form again, destroy the old copies, and let your friends, family and medical providers know of your changes. 

Who should use Five Wishes? 
An advance directive is not limited to the elderly or terminally ill. Everyone needs to consider the important medical decisions 
they want made on their behalf. No matter what stage of life you are in, the possibility that you will face a medical emergency 
where you cannot make your desires known is ever-present. Take care of your loved ones and yourself. While you’re filling 
out your advance care directive, use the opportunity to introduce others to the concept and encourage them to think about 

their preferences as well. The peace of mind that comes with an advance directive is a gift for everyone involved. 

Sometimes we are confused…or “intimidated” by the verbiage and need for a personal Advance  
Directive. This article puts it into common language that should make it more understandable. If you feel  
a need, I can arrange for a speaker to come share and help process an AD for you or family members.  

Just let me know. Thanks, Carol  

SENIOR CARE HOME MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS TRAINING 
The renowned author and national speaker, Chaplain Bill Goodrich 

of God Cares Ministry will be speaking. 
Saturday, October 12th @ Mentor UMC, 9am-3:30pm 

$30 fee (scholarships available or assistance from our Parish Nurse fund) 
Please contact Carol Loveland at 440-812-8940 if interested. 

I would like to take at least 3 persons with me!  
If more are interested I will arrange additional transportation.  
What a wonderful way to grow our visitation ministry and to  
comfort someone just beginning the visitation experience!! 

Remember, many members are now in long term care facilities  
and can no longer get to church...so we must come to them. 

If you need financial or registration assistance,  
please feel free to contact me or the church office. ~ Carol ~ 

For more information and to register: 
www.GodCaresMinistry.com or 440-930-2173 



Andover United Methodist Church 

181 South Main St 

P.O. Box 207 

Andover, OH 44003 

 

 

Sent with a prayer to: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Food Pantry 
October 11th, 10am-Noon 

@ Andover UMC 
Open to all of those in need  

in the PV School District 

 

 

Cleveland Foodbank  

October 25th, 10am-Noon 
@ Andover UMC 

Open to all of those in need  
in Ashtabula County 

Free Dinner Friday  

October 25th @ 5:30pm 
Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

Invite a friend & enjoy a delicious meal! 
 

Fighting 

hunger. 

Delivering 

hope. 

 Community Center 
Housed in the Old Fellowship Hall.  

Lunch is served at noon for a donation.  
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursdays 9-3 pm  

Stop in to see what is available. 


