
 

Andover UMC To create and nurture a passionate faith community through open doorways to Christ. 
January  

2020 

Sunday Worship: 8:30am Word & Table, 9:30am Modern, 11am Traditional (ASL) 
Website: www.andoverfirstumc.org / Follow us on Facebook: andoverfirstumc 

Email: receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org Phone: (440) 293-6290 

andoverfirstumc 

Jan. 5th - You Are Beloved - Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 
Jan. 12th - Gifted for Others - 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

Jan. 19th - Being Needy - 1 Corinthians 12:12-31 
Jan. 26th - Love - 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 



 

Let Us Worship  
Together 

 

Andover UMC 

Worship 

8:30am Word & Table 

9:30am with Children’s 

Church 

11am Traditional 

 

Cherry Valley UMC 

Rev. John M. Germaine 

Worship  

11am 

Sunday School  

10am 

  

Dorset UMC 

Worship  

10:00am 

  

Leon UMC 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

10:30am 

  

Richmond UMC 

Worship  

11am 

  

Williamsfield UMC 

Pastor Pat Seger 

Worship  

10am 

Sunday School  

9am 

 
Ready or Not, Here it Comes: GC2020 (General Conference 2020) 

 
It would be easy to plan for 2020 if we knew what twists and turn our path would take us on.  
But we don’t. So, we make contingency plans and ‘what ifs”. Shane L. Bishop ask some questions 
that may help us plan our direction after General Conference in May. 

 
I have played competitive softball since I was fourteen years old at every  
imaginable level. Up to a handful of years ago, I played over a hundred games 
each season and now in my late fifties, I still play twenty or thirty. For much of 
that time I was a shortstop. The shortstop is the captain of the infield and a part 
of my role was to make sure the other players were practicing situational  
awareness. My constant exhortation to my teammates before the ball was 
pitched? "Know what you are going to do!"  
 
My exhortation to United Methodist pastors and churches as we enter General 
Conference 2020 (GC2020) is very much the same, "Know what you are going 
to do!" 
 
In softball, you never know where the ball will be hit so you have to anticipate all 
possibilities. Anything could happen. Clearly the UM Church is at a tipping point; 
there is no end in sight concerning the conflict and the status quo is  
unsustainable. It is a good time to practice situational awareness. 
 
 What could happen at GC2020? 
 
1. The denomination formally divides 
2. The denomination moves further right 
3. The denomination shifts left 
4. Things stay about where they are 
5. An exit ramp is offered 
6. An exit ramp in not offered 
7. Things are passed that are later ruled unconstitutional by the Judicial Council 
 
 What will happen at GC2020? 
 
1. The delegates will be flooded with multiple plans and mutually exclusive  
    agendas 
2. Those plans will be subjected to the political processes of the floor 
3. The human sexuality debate will overshadow all other business 
4. The United Methodist brand will be further diminished 
5. Many churches will be further destabilized 
6. Whatever is decided will be rejected by about half the church 
7. Whatever is decided will require more deciding in 2024 and beyond 
 
In the meantime, I would encourage churches and pastors to ask themselves 
some very specific questions: 
 
      Continued on next page 

  

 
 



Prayers and Concerns: 
Jack Baxley  comfort and strength  
Bill Benetin  peace and comfort - Hospice care 
Carla Broughton  breast cancer 
Destiny Dames  health concerns 
Bob Fenton  health concerns 
Bob Hall  healing & strength 
Riki Hall  cancer treatments and recovery 
Chris Hudson  stroke recovery 
Brianne Thibodeaux healing and recovery - ankle surgery  
Randy Walker  cancer treatments and recovery 
Sarah Warsing  strength and healing 
Norm/Sheila Woodard strength with cancer treatments 
 
 
Grief Of Families and Friends: 
  Lois Betts 

             
             
                                    Children & Youth: 
            Cassidy Chapman  
               Logan Howard 
 
  Service Men, Women and families:  

Zak Hazen 
Jake Hilliard 

John Johnson 
Andrew Kirby 
Kevin Kovach 

         Trenton Krueger   
               Austin Limestoll    

Andre McCoy 
Leah Snell 

January 2020 Prayer List 
When we join the United Methodist Church, we take a vow that we will be, loyal to the United Methodist Church  

and uphold it by Our Prayers, Our Presence, Our Gifts, Our Service and by Our Witness. Scriptures call us to celebrate 
with those who celebrate and to grieve with those who grieve. We grow in connection with one another as we know  

the praises and concerns of the individual churches and respond in a manner of praise and/or prayer.  
Please feel free to share your news that we may share especially the prayer concerns to the faith community. 

The Big Questions  
1. Can we survive until GC2020? If not, what would be the process of negotiating an exit? If we leave, where will        
 we go? What is involved in legally reorganizing the church once we leave? Who owns the assets? How will  
 ordination work for pastors who leave? 
2. If the UM Church formally splits, where will we land? How many ways might it split? How long will the process 
 for formal separation take? 
3. If the UM Church moves further right, can we stay? 
4. If the UM Church shifts left, can we stay? 
5. Can our congregation survive a congregational vote on human sexuality? Should this be avoided at all costs? 
 What would it take to get them ready? 
6. If there is a clear exit ramp offered, will we take it? Can we afford the terms? If we take an exit; do we go  
 independent, independent but affiliated, form a new denomination or join an existing one? 
7. If there is no resolution to the United Methodist conflict in 2020, will we stay?  
 
These are difficult questions that anticipate a number of outcomes and grapple with a number of  
responses. Churches and pastors, even of the same theological ilk, will posit in different places. I encourage 
everyone to be as proactive as possible on one hand and to carefully "think things through" on the other.  
A failure to plan for what could happen now will almost certainly be a leadership mistake later. Having informed, 
prayerful and non-anxious conversations with your church leadership right now will prevent pandemic fear in the 
present and knee-jerk responses in the near future. 
 
Ready or not, GC2020 will be here in a minute and a half. The field is lined, the opposing teams are warming up, 
the umpires are discussing the rules, coaches are going over the game plan and players are already trash  
talking. The first pitch will soon be thrown. Like softball, you never know where the ball will be hit; you just have 
to know what you are going to do. 

 
         Shane L. Bishop,  
         Senior Pastor of Christ Church in Fairview Heights, Illinois, since 1997. 



The Pymatuning Valley Ministerial Association recently recognized Cindy Boettcher  

at the annual Thanksgiving service with the Cup of Cold Water community service award. 

 

Cindy and her husband, Gary, have lived in the area since 2014.  

Cindy became the director of the Andover Community Center in October 2016 and remained there until May 2019.  

She brought energy, creativity and a servant’s heart to draw many of our senior citizens into fellowship, food and fun 

activities at the center. Country Neighbor is the parent organization, funded by tax dollars and grants.   

 

Before moving to this area Cindy served at a free clinic in Parma.   

She also served with Adopt a Family at Christmas time, through the hospital. 

 

According to Andover United Methodist Pastor Ric Harvel,  

“Cindy saw this as an opportunity to serve Christ as she served her community.   

Gary and Cindy, thank you for moving into our area and moving in the hearts and minds of those  

gathered at the Community Center, for offering a Cup of Cold Water to those who thirst.” 
 

Pastor Robert Gears, of Andover Christian Church, was also recognized for 40 years of service  

and his pending retirement. The Pymatuning Valley Ministerial Association serves to foster community  

outreach and fellowship among the Christian community. It sponsors the National Day of Prayer observance  

in the spring, and the Baccalaureate service at the high school. 

CUP OF COLD WATER COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD 



Jason, Sara, Sonya and Levi Harvel  

continue their Thailand Mission. 

Jason is the son of Rev. Ric & Cindy Harvel. 

 

Follow their journey at: 

https://developburma.weebly.com 
 

In their newsletter you’ll find a video sharing 

what this next year might look like and big 

news about a new building project.  

You’ll see lots of pictures of the Harvel’s 

enjoying Thailand, not to mention  

a giant gecko. 

https://developburma.weebly.com/


Giving Online at www.andoverfirstumc.org 

“Offering Cards” are placed in the back of chairs so 

you and your family can indicate and celebrate the act 

of giving. For one time or recurring gifts, visit  

www.andoverfirstumc.org/give on your phone or  

tablet. The site will take you to AUMC’s online giving 

page where you may give your gift electronically  

during the offering portion of the service. Use this QR 

code to give from your mobile device. Gifts can always 

be placed in the offering plate during worship.   

 
Princess Ministries 

We have a large variety of dresses 

available for Any Occasion.  

Contact Michele @ 330-760-0862  

or Sonia 440-862-0245  

to arrange a time to get together. 

Weekly YMCA Fitness Classes @ Andover UMC 

Mon. -  Zumba - 4pm 

Tues. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

Wed. - Yoga Stretch - 10am 

Wed. - Tai Chi - 11am 

  Thurs. - Silver Sneakers - 10am 

 

Individuals 60 and older can now attend free of charge 

For more information, contact Jodi Fowler 

@ the YMCA 440-997-5321 

 

NEWSLETTER INFO UPDATE: 

All information for the newsletter should 

be emailed or provided to church office 

by the 25th of each month.  

Send to receptionist@andoverfirstumc.org 

January Meetings 
One Board Meeting 

Tues., Jan. 14th 

6:30pm @ Andover UMC 

Young Adult Volleyball & Basketball 
Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

Mondays - Volleyball - 7-9pm 

Wednesdays - Basketball - 7-9pm 

Please see Brent or Barb  

Fusselman in interested 

 UMW Small Group Studies  

Faith Circle 

Tues., Jan. 28th, 11:30am 

@ Cindy Harvel’s home 

6019 Pymatuning Lake Road 

Hope & Charity Circle 

Thurs., Jan. 23rd, 7pm 

Andover UMC - Library 

Missions  & Outreach 

will be collecting clean, used  

clothing, shoes, linens & small 

appliances for Spiderweb in 

Jefferson during January & 

February. Please sort women, 

children’s & men’s clothes & 

label each bag or box. Drop 

off at church M-F, 9am-4pm. 

Eukie Diday will be 90  

on February 10th! 

If you’d like, please send her a card: 
500 Gates St., Apt. 2 

Andover, OH 44003 

tel:330-760-0862
tel:440-862-0245
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Jesus Girls will start The Gospel of Mark on Thursday, January 16th ~ All are welcome! 

Books and study guides are available in the office or during class. 

If you miss a class, video sessions are available on RightNow Media. 
The Gospel of Mark chronicles Jesus’s journey from Galilee to Jerusalem.  

Along the way, the Messiah gathers a ragged band of disciples.  

As crowds grow and dwindle on the road to Jerusalem,  

only a few stick by the Suffering Savior on the road of discipleship.  

In this 11-part series on the Gospel of Mark,  

author and speaker Francis Chan invites us to walk with him along the ancient ways of the Master.  

Tracing the steps of Jesus and the Twelve through Israel, Francis explores the major themes  

of the Gospel of Mark, and asks: Are we willing to take this journey to embrace discipleship? 

 

Jesus Girls Christmas Project 

 

Participants of Jesus Girls 

Small Group Study 

brought in food donations each week for 

3 months. They put boxes together and 

delivered them to some families in the 

area. They were greatly appreciated  

by all of the recipients.  

Thank you to all who donated! 





Once again, we thank  

Brent & Barb Fusselman for 

another season of their 

Young Adult Basketball. 

It runs from October 

through March allowing for 

young adults & adults of all 

ages to play and enjoy  

fellowship together. 



Mark and Alicen Limestoll head up the Andover UMC TWEENS group. 

They had a great time baking Christmas cookies on Dec. 15th. 

They also enjoy Movie Night once a month on a Sunday evening as well as other activities. 

Children’s Bell Choir 

performed their  

Christmas Concert 

on Dec. 22nd. 

Thanks once again to Miss Carol  

and the Bell Choir for 
entertaining us with their talent. 

 



Children’s, Tweens & Youth Ministry News 

CHILDREN’S 

CHRISTMAS 

MUSICAL 

 

THANKS GOES OUT TO  

MEGAN JORDAN, CAST  

& CREW FOR  ANOTHER 

GREAT PERFORMANCE! 

ESUS 



 

January Schedule: 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

The Tweens are taking a 

break for the month of 

January, but will resume 

with activities next month. 

Tweens 
4th-6th Grade 

Contact a Leader for more information  

or to get involved with these events! 

 

Youth Group: Pastor Jason Hockran 

 Tweens: Mark & Alicen Limestoll 

Children’s Bell Choir: Carol Loveland 

Winter Unit 2:  
Jesus Leads the Community 

January 5th 
Jesus Is Baptized 

Mark 1:9-11 

Bible Verse: 

 
So they went out and  

proclaimed that people should 
change their hearts and lives. 

 
Mark 6:12 

January 12th 
Jesus Brings Good News 

Luke 4:14-30 

 

 
 

 

January 19th 
Jesus Calls Levi 

Luke 5:27-32 

 

 
January 26th 

Jesus Sends the Disciples 
Mark 6:7-13 

 

Join us as we continue on our  
Deep Blue Adventure! 

 

January Schedule: 

 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 

Jan. 31st - Free Dinner  

Friday Helpers - 2:30-7pm 

 

Youth Group  
7th-10th Grade 

Children’s Church & Nursery 

Check out deepbluekids.com and follow us on 

social media (@deepbluekids)  

to connect with other leaders,  

download additional content,  

and stay up to date on all the Deep Blue news. 

e with God 

ove God and neighbor 

nderstand yourself  

as a child of God 

xplore faith and the Bible 

Download the Deep Blue App today! 

It’s free! 

Children’s Bell Choir 
Open to any children 

ages 3 and up  

that know their colors. 

Contact Carol Loveland  

if interested. 



 

WARM UP WITH A BOWL OF 

HOMEMADE SOUP!! 

Wednesdays @ Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

 

 

January 8 

January 22 

February 12                                  

February 26 

March 11 

March 25 

 

11 am-1 pm or sold out 

 $4.00 

Includes crackers and dessert 

 

SOUPS                                         

Stuffed Pepper,  

Ham-Cabbage-Potato,  

Chicken Noodle, Broccoli Cheese,   

Sausage Tortellini , Potato, Chili 

***Surprise Soup Each Week***  

 

 

Give us a call to place your order 

440-293-6290 Extension 104 

We Deliver!! 



Brothers and sisters in Christ,  
we come to a time in our local church, greater church, local community,  

broader society and the world when we must review and reflect on the  

mission, vision and goals of our movement of God’s people.   

 

Pastoral and lay leadership of our local church has initiated a 2020 Vision plan  

for the beginning of this year.   

 

Our worship series, small groups and administrative leadership plans  

are all focusing on the work of setting a 5, 10 & 20 year plan for the life of our  

local & global ministries. We have initiated some of this by transitioning to  

a One Board model of administrative leadership of the church.   

 

Additionally we will be gathering information from all of you  

and having discussion with folks in our community  

to determine our goals for the coming years and decade.   

 

Our hope is that by the Fall of 2020  

we have a well developed plan of how to sustain our current deeply impactful ministries,  

and to determine a path for new and revitalized ministry to our community in the future.   

 

Please, we ask you to be in PRAYER for the future of our church locally and globally  

and we ask you to ENGAGE in the process by sharing your ideas and giftedness to serve God.   

 

Peace. 



Andover United Methodist Church 

181 South Main St 

P.O. Box 207 

Andover, OH 44003 

 

 

Sent with a prayer to: 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Food Pantry 
January 10th, 10am-Noon 

@ Andover UMC 
Open to all of those in need  

in the PV School District 

 

 

Cleveland Foodbank  

January 24th, 10am-Noon 
@ Andover UMC 

Open to all of those in need  
in Ashtabula County 

Free Dinner Friday  

January 31st @ 5:30pm 
Andover UMC Fellowship Hall 

Invite a friend & enjoy a delicious meal! 
 

Fighting 

hunger. 

Delivering 

hope. 

 Community Center 
Housed in the Old Fellowship Hall.  

Lunch is served at noon for a donation.  
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursdays 9-3 pm  

Stop in to see what is available. 


