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The  First Candle - Hope
Sunday
Read: Psalm 25:2-4

As we light this first candle of Hope (light the first candle), we proclaim that you,
O God, are our thrill of Hope. You created this world and continue to create and
re-create us. Through your love and grace, you give all of us second chances. As
we wait expectantly for the birth of Jesus Christ, our Hope is thrilled by the
suspense of waiting for the surprising ways that you will break through our lives
and the lives of others.

Sing together: "Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus" or another familiar carol.
From: Coleman, Justin, "Home for Christmas: Leader Guide" Abingdon Press, 2018

Monday
Read: Romans 12:9-12

Share:  Where have you seen Hope in action today?

Pray: Heavenly Father, we thank you for the Hope that is coming and we are
preparing for during this Advent season. We are aware of the many ways in which
we need to draw our focus back to you. May your Holy Spirit continue to guide us
as we journey through these difficult days and remain grounded in your Hope.
Amen.

How to use these Devotions
For every day of Advent, we've given you a scripture reading, a question, and a
prayer. Each day, take time with your family or friends to light your advent
wreath and participate in the devotion. 

In each devotion, we've included a question to spark discussion. Because our
Advent Wreaths are a way for us to connect - even though we are apart - we
encourage you to share in the lighting of your wreath with your family or friends. 

If you’re a family of one, find a friend or two to connect with by phone or through
video chat. Light your wreaths and share in the devotion together. Need a
buddy? Contact the church and we can connect you with someone.

HOME FOR CHRISTMAS
Advent Devotions 



The  First Candle - Hope
Tuesday
Read: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Share: Have you ever been in a situation that seemed hopeless? Explain.

Pray: Loving God, even when we feel hopeless, fill us. When Hope overflows,
ground us. Guide our steps as we move into the newness of life with you. Give us
confidence to live in your Hope, knowing that you are making things new, even
when we don't feel it. Amen.

Wednesday
Read: Ephesians 4:1-4

Share: How has or does Hope sustain you during the Pandemic?

Pray: Gracious Creator God, we are blessed by today. Regardless of the
difficulties or amidst the celebrations of today, Lord, remind us of the Hope that
comes to us through the entrance of your Son, Jesus, into the world. As we
prepare our minds, hearts & soul for the coming of Hope, may we be reminded to
focus on sharing that Hope with others. Thank you for your leading. Amen.

Thursday
Scripture: Mark 1:1-3

Share: What can you do to prepare for the Advent season you Hope for?

Pray: Creating God, who made all things out of chaos, take our chaos and re-
make it into Hope. Help us to see you as you birth new life in our midst during
this holiday season. Fill us with Hope for the ways you are working in and through
all of us. Amen.

Friday
Read: Romans 15:1-4

Share: Is your Christmas Hope any different from the Hope you hold at other
times of the year?

Pray: God of Hope, join us in our waiting for the coming of Jesus at Christmas.
Ground us in your presence with us and our world. Grant us Hope for uncertain
times so that we may continue to follow where you lead. Amen

Saturday
Read: Hebrews 11:1-2

Share: What are ways can you share Hope each day?

Pray: Redeeming Lord, Hope is what we need to remain on the journey with you
through our lives. We are thankful to you for providing neverending Hope through
Jesus' entrance into this world and for all eternity. Lord, make us bold dealers of
that Hope in Jesus Christ. Amen.

The  First Candle - Hope

The  Second Candle -  Love
Sunday
Read: Philippians 1:9

As we light this first candle of Hope (light the first candle), we are thrilled by the
surprising ways that Christ will break through our lives and the lives of others. As
we light this second candle of Love (light the second candle), we commit to
loving ourselves and others with Christ's transforming Love.

Sing together: "Love Came Down at Christmas" or another familiar carol.
From: Coleman, Justin, "Home for Christmas: Leader Guide" Abingdon Press, 2018



The  Second Candle - Love
Monday
Read: Luke 10: (25-32) 33-37

Share: Is Love a feeling, words, or action?

Pray: God, who moves in our midst, may all of our actions reflect your Love. Help
us to Love with our hearts, with our heads, and with our hands and feet. Fill us
with loving kindness that we may speak your Love, not just with words, but with
all that we do. Amen.

Tuesday
Read: 1 John 4:7-10

Share: What does God’s Love for you look like?

Pray: Thank you God for your Love for me/us. Your Love is amazing and
powerful in ways that I/we can’t fully understand or prepare for. You are faithful
in loving us, and that faithfulness continues to be a blessing each day. Thank you
for sending Jesus your Son to earth to show us how to Love one another. As we
seek to know your Love and share that Love with others each day, continue to
embolden us into action. Amen.

Wednesday
Read: Matt 22:37-40

Share: What would loving every person look like?

Pray: Compassionate God, you call us to Love our neighbors. Open our eyes to
see our neighbors. Help us to see the world as you see it, so that we can be
agents of your Love and compassion throughout the world. Amen.

The  Second Candle - Love
Thursday
Read: Philippians 1:9-11

Share: What do you need to pray about or read tonight to put your Love in action
tomorrow?

Pray: God of Hope, Love, Joy & Peace, today has been a day filled with
_________________, as a result of that we gather to reflect and share together.
We are surrounded by your Love and we thank you for that. As we gather around
this Advent Wreath lead our hearts to focus and align with your Love, so that we
can share that Love with one another. Lead us to be as bold as you in sharing our
Love. Amen.

Friday
Read: 1 John 4:19-21

Share: How can we act out of Love instead of judgement?

Pray: Generous God, as you share your Love with us in your Son, Jesus Christ,
help us to share your Love with others. Help us to be compassionate to those
whose lives are different from our own. Give us the strength to Love those who
we find difficult to Love - whether near or far. God, teach us to Love as you Love.
Amen

Saturday
Read: 1 Corinthians 13:4-8a

Share: Where did you see Love in action today?

Pray: Hey God, aka Love, thank you for your Love for us. We are blessed and
grateful for a Love that surrounds and strengthens us. We are thankful for the
human example of your Love that is coming to us in the form of Jesus. Guide us
this day to renew our relationship with you so that we can share Jesus' Love with
those you lead us to. Amen



The  Third Candle - Joy
Wednesday
Read: Philippians 4:4-7

Share: What is the source of Joy?

Pray: Source of Joy, you created all things and called them good. Help us to live
into our goodness, so that we might bring more of your goodness out in the
world. Help us to be joyful, not at the expense of sadness or disappointment, but
alongside it. Joy abounds because you are with us in all of the challenges of our
lives. Amen.

Thursday
Read: Acts 13:47-48a

Share: How can you share Joy with someone else today?

Pray: Hey God, I am thankful for today and thankful for You. Today I forgot at
times to live in your Joy.  I still have time to be filled with that Joy and share it
with others. May your Holy Spirit lead me to find a way, before I rest tonight, to
bring your Joy to someone who needs it most. Amen.

Friday
Read: Ecclesiastes 5:18-20

Share:  What can you be joyful about in the world today?

Pray: God of Joy, today has brought another day to be joyful in you. Regardless
of the circumstances of today, we can be and should be joyful in our relationship
with you. Certain days Joy is harder to see or live out, but we thank you for your
constant reminders, whether we see or hear them or not, of the Joy that comes
from a relationship with you, Joy that comes from your continued creative work
in the world. Thank you God for providing Joy today. Amen.

The  Third Candle - Joy
Sunday
Read: Philippians 4:4-7

As we light this first candle of Hope (light the first candle), we are thrilled by the
surprising ways that Christ will break through our lives and the lives of others. As
we light this second candle of Love (light the second candle), we commit to loving
ourselves and others with Christ's transforming love. As we light this third candle
of Joy (light the third - Pink - candle), we experience the Joy of living together in
the kinship of Jesus Christ.

Sing together: "Joy to the World" or another familiar carol.
From: Coleman, Justin, "Home for Christmas: Leader Guide" Abingdon Press, 2018

Monday
Read: Psalm 149:1-4

Share: What song always puts you in a good mood?

Pray: God of still small voices and clanging cymbals, help us to join in the songs
you call us to sing. Dance with us when moments of Joy overwhelm us. May your
rhythms be the beat to which we move and live in the world. Amen.

Tuesday
Read: Isaiah 35:1-2; 8-10

Share: Where did you receive a sense of Joy from God today?

Pray: God of Hope, Love, Joy & Peace, thank you for the depth of your love for
us, which leads us to Joy. It is through our identity in you, and being grounded in
that identity daily, that we can find true Joy. We are thankful for the gift of your
Son Jesus, our Lord, that redeems us and allows us to fully know Joy. Amen



The  Third Candle - Joy
Saturday
Read: John 15:9-11

Share: How do we actively live our Joy?

Pray: Faithful God, Your Joy abounds among us - even when we don’t see it. Help
us to join in the rejoicing of the birth of your Son in our midst. Light up in us that
Joy that the world needs to see. Amen.

The  Fourth Candle - Peace
Sunday
Read: Luke 2:7-14

As we light this first candle of Hope (light the first candle), we are thrilled by the
surprising ways that Christ will break through our lives and the lives of others. As
we light this second candle of Love (light the second candle), we commit to loving
our selves and others with Christ's transforming love. As we light this third candle
of Joy (light the third candle), we experience the Joy of living together in the
kinship of Jesus Christ. As we light this fourth candle of Peace (light the fourth
candle), we know that the birth of Jesus Christ brings to all persons God's Hope,
Love, and Joy that last forever, no matter the challenges and changes in our
lives.

Sing together: "Star-Child" or another familiar carol.
From: Coleman, Justin, "Home for Christmas: Leader Guide" Abingdon Press, 2018

Monday
Read: Matthew 11:28-30

Share: What is the most peaceful time of the day for you?

Pray: God, the nights are long now ... and stars shine even when clouds hide
them from our eyes. Grant us peaceful days and Peace-filled nights as we
prepare for longer days and shorter nights to come. Amen.

The  Fourth Candle - Peace
Tuesday
Read: Luke 2:28-32

Share: How has someone provided you with Peace recently?

Pray: God of Peace, your peaceful presence in our day is such a blessing. Today
we might not have noticed it as much, or maybe we really noticed and it is what
helped us make it through. Either way Lord we thank you for that Peace. Lead us
and guide us to share your Peace on our journey. Amen.

Wednesday
Read: 1 Corinthians 13:11

Share: What are some of the more stressful parts of the holiday season?

Pray: Among the hustle and bustle of the season, God, bring us Peace. Help us to
rest in the knowledge that your Peace is born among us, even if we don't get
everything done. May the Peace of Christ be awakened in all of us, so that we can
live out that Peace in the world. Amen.

Thursday
Read: Psalm 37:37

Share: What does Peace mean to you in your daily life?

Pray: Holy One, we are thankful for the Peace that only you can bring to us and
this hurting, broken world. Each of us need your Peace daily in different ways, it
is a critical part of how we share Hope, Love & Joy. Allow us to remain filled with
your eternal Peace and strength as we live into our purpose in relationship with
you. Guide us to know your Peace and carry it with us on our journey. Amen.



The  Fifth Candle - Christ
Friday - Christmas Eve
Read: Matthew 1:18-24

Share: Are you good at waiting? Or do you find it difficult to wait?

Pray: God of Anticipation, the day has nearly arrived! Fill us with Hope for the
birth yet to come. Guide us to act with Love, not just in this season, but always.
Celebrate with us in the Joys of the season. Grant us your Peace as you share
your Son with the world. Amen.

Saturday - Christmas Day
Read: Luke 2:1-7

Share: What do you celebrate about your faith journey on Christmas?

Pray: Redeemer God, we are so thankful for the gift of Jesus. Your wisdom and
boldness in redeeming us for all time through Jesus is the most powerful
mystery of our faith. Thank you. We are blessed this day as we remember and
celebrate the birth of Jesus. Amen.

You may want to continue lighting your Advent Wreath throughout the next 12 days,
leading up to Epiphany. December 26 through January 6 are “The 12 Days of
Christmas.” The celebration of Jesus' birth continues through those 12 days, in
anticipation of the celebrated arrival of the wisemen.

Christmas!
M E R R Y

Andover UMC 
2020 Advent Activities

At-Home Advent Wreaths
Light your Advent Wreath with your church family every day.

Community Advent Wreath
See the Advent Wreath light up outside the church on S. Main St. Make a
personalized ornament (that you're willing to donate) and add it to the greenery
on the wreath.

Daily Video Devotions
Join Rev. Paige & Pastor Jason for a Facebook Video every day.

Sunday Worship at 9:30 and 11 am
Join us every Sunday at 9:30 and 11 am for livestreamed worship on the website
or Facebook. You can also drive-in to watch the livestream from the church
parking lot.

Longest Night/Blue Christmas Service
On Monday, Dec. 21, we will hold an online Blue Christmas/Longest Night service.
We'll have prayer kits available to help you take part in the service. Contact the
church to request one.

Stations of the Nativity
From Dec. 20 through Christmas, come and pray through the Christmas Story
using our outdoor prayer walk.

Christmas Eve Worship
We are planning several Covid-Safe worship opportunities for Christmas Eve.
Details to come!

Online Small Group Book Study
Join us Mondays at 7pm for a discussion of "Home for Christmas" by Justin
Coleman. Contact the office for a book and to sign up.


