
WORDS OF WELCOME 
 
OPENING PRAYER 

God of abundant mercy, you have given us grace to pray with 
one heart and one voice, even though our hearts are broken and 
our voices tremble with grief and sorrow. Comfort, comfort, 
Lord, your Holy people. Comfort those of us who sit in 
darkness, mourning 'neath our sorrow's load. Speak to us of the 
peace that awaits us, of the balm of healing for our weary and 
wounded souls. We ask all this, trusting in the promise you have 
made to hear the prayers of two or three who have gathered in 
the Name of your Holy Child, Jesus. Amen.  

 
LITANY OF REFLECTION AND REMEMBERING 

For this part of the service, you will need your advent wreath. 
   

One: We mourn this night the loss of life. [light the first candle] For so many, 
the pandemic has taken loved ones. We mourn the loss of those close to us 
and those whose names we do not know. We mourn those who perished 
while working to save other lives. We mourn those who died, not of 
pandemic, but of other causes. And we mourn the loss, in many cases, of 
our ability to be with them as they passed, our loss of gathering together 
for comfort in the ways we needed so much. 

 
All:  We mourn this loss of life. We honor and remember these 

beloveds. We pray for comfort and peace. Amen. 
 
One:  We mourn this night the loss of livelihoods. [light the second candle] For 

so many, the pandemic has taken the security of food, shelter, care for 
families, and medical care. We mourn the loss of businesses that could 
not withstand the circumstances. These were not just businesses, but 
dreams born of passion and hard work. We mourn those who find 
themselves needing to rely on others for help when what they really want 
to do is to be able to help others. 

 
All:    We mourn this loss of livelihood. We honor and remember the 

dreams now deferred. We pray for sustenance and resilience. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

One:  We mourn this night the loss of love. [light the third candle] Our society’s 
dilemma, centuries in the making, has created such hatred, suffering, 
oppression, and ill-will. We mourn the loss of those whose lives were lost 
to brutality and violence. We mourn the loss of our ability to love one 
another despite our differences, as beings who deserve to be seen for their 
inherent beauty and worth. We mourn that black and brown peoples have 
perished and suffered at the greatest proportion in the pandemic of 
coronavirus. We mourn the pandemic of racism that still plagues the fabric 
of our communities. 

 
All: We mourn this loss of love. We honor and remember the work 

of prophets who proclaim justice. We pray for compassion and 
change. Amen. 

 
One:  We mourn this night the loss of liveliness. [light the fourth candle] For so 

many, this year has robbed us of our energy, our enthusiasm, and our 
sense of well-being. We mourn teachers and leaders and caregivers and 
workers who are struggling to help those in their care, themselves 
exhausted and needing the sustenance they give to others. We mourn the 
loss of all who are suffering with anxiety and depression, who are finding it 
difficult to live each day with fullness or to find hope for tomorrow. We 
mourn those we have lost to suicide. We mourn those who find themselves 
addicted to substances in order to ease the pain that feels unbearable. We 
mourn those who are experiencing their place of shelter as an abusive 
place from which they struggle to escape. 

 
All: We mourn this loss of liveliness. We honor and remember that 

each person is precious and whole. We pray for recovery and 
renewed vigor. Amen. 

 
All:  And now we light a fifth candle. Just as we will do later this week on 

Christmas Eve, We light this as a sign of our belief…We believe in the Light 
that has come and is coming. [light the fifth candle in the center] This light 
casts its glow on all the surrounding prayers we have prayed. This light 
resides within us, perhaps dim for a time, but always lit–an ember of the 
Holy inside us. This light reminds us that we are not alone.  

 
SCRIPTURE READING   Isaiah 40:1, 25-31, Matthew 11:28-30 
 
MEDITATION  Rev. J. Paige Boyer 
 
 



 
LIGHTING OF INDIVIDUAL CANDLES 
 For this part of the service, you will need a candle from your kit. 
 
Each of us comes bearing our own hurts, sorrows, broken places. We want to 
invite each of you to offer your personal wound to the God who loves each of us 
deeply and wants to carry our pain.  
 
God waits patiently, gently calling out: “Give me your pain, come to me… all who 
labor and are heavy laden, I will refresh you!” 
 
We invite each of you to light your candle. As you light the candle, remember that 
it is God who lights a candle in our longest nights and holds us close until we are 
able to shine. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION AND PRAYER 
These lights in their brightness are only symbols, but as they burn and finally go 
out, we remember that suffering passes, though memory remains forever. 
 
STATIONS OF REMEMBRANCE 
You have received a kit of materials for your use during this time of reflection 
and remembrance. During this portion of our service, we will play quiet music 
and invite you to engage in as few or as many of the prayer practices you 
received.  
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Lord of Hope, 
Dare I? Can I really hope? 
From out of the darkness 
I sense a dim light ahead, 
the light of your coming into the world. 
I so long for the time 
when you are no longer hidden from me 
and my deepest desire is 
to trust in your warm voice I hear behind me, 
guiding me along a hidden path I do not know. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
Thank you for joining us in this time for reflection and remembrance. Blessings 
in this season. 
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